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P R E S I D E N T ’ S 

M E S S A G E

We Are Moving
Our monthly membership meeting is 
moving to Moccasin Lake Nature Park 
(MLNP) , 2750 Park Trail Lane, 
Clearwater, Florida 

Several people have asked why we are 
moving.  As you may know, most of the 
Pinellas County Extension staff has been 
relocated to Brooker Creek or Weedon 
Island Preserve and the logistics of finding 
personnel to open and close for our meetings 
became difficult. We will still hold our 
Holiday Conservation Celebration at the 
Extension on December 3, 2014, but all 
other meetings will be at MLNP.  I thank the 

kind and generous staff who volunteered 
their time and made our stay at the 
Extension so enjoyable. 

I also thank Cliff Norris for welcoming us 
back to Moccasin Lake Nature Park with 
open arms. In exchange for use of the 
classroom, we will maintain the butterfly 
garden (see page 7) and provide two 
programs each month. One program will be 
our monthly membership presentation and 
the second a monthly interpretive walk 
focusing on the wide range of uses and 
benefits provided by native plants (butterfly 
gardening, landscaping, attracting and 
feeding wildlife, ethnobotanical uses, etc.). 
This is a mutually beneficial arrangement. 
We have a great facility to hold our monthly 
meetings and a venue for consistent 
community outreach, and MLNP gets 
environmental education programming and 
knowledgeable volunteers.

Candy Arnold
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S P R I N G  N AT I V E  P L A N T 
F E S T I V A L

19 April 2014
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Wilcox Nursery and 
Landscape, 12501 Indian 

Rocks Road, Largo

Join us on April 19 for the Pinellas 
FNPS Spring Festival celebrating 
native plants.  Mini-seminars will 
be offered throughout the day:

9 am – Bruce Turley on "Native 
Plants for a Coastal 
Landscape"

10:30 am – Craig Huegel on 
"Wildflowers for your 
Garden"

12 Noon – Chris Parisi on 
"Native Milkweeds"

1:30 pm – Adam Conner on 
"Orchids and Carnivorous 
Plants"

Volunteers will be available to 
assist with suitable native plant 
options for your landscape. 
Pinellas Chapter members receive 
a 10% discount on all purchases. 
Sales at the festival benefit the 
Pinellas Chapter. 

For d i rec t ions v is i t : ht tp : / /
wilcoxnursery.com

Welcome New Members
Thomas F. Armstrong

Angela Fenland
Rael Lawrence

Mary Longfellow
Constance Price

Louise Riling
Shannon R Senokossoff

Renee Sosslau
Emily Vaultonburg

New business members:
Sensing Nature
Tom’s Ponds

Upcoming Programs
Important note  about new location: 
Member meetings will now be held at 
Moccasin Lake Nature Park at 7 pm on 
the first Wednesday of the month: 

Moccasin Lake Nature Park 

2750 Park Trail Lane, Clearwater, FL  

http://goo.gl/maps/Zofh0

These events are organized by the 
Pinellas Chapter of the Florida Native 
Plant Society -- free and open to the 
public. Complimentary refreshments. 
Seed swap. Silent auction  of native 
plants. For more information visit: 
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org

At our April meeting we will be giving 
away, as door prizes, two vouchers 
worth $165 each -- to be used toward 
FNPS conference registration. Must be 
present to win!

2 April 2014
Wednesday 7 pm

Moccasin Lake Nature Park

Low Impact Development
Join us to see how native plantings can 
be used in combination with low impact 
development techniques like rain 
gardens and bio-swales to reduce urban 
storm water pollution. Tom Levin, a 
landscape architect with Ekistics Design 
Studio will talk about a recent  project  in 
Palmetto that  is esthetically pleasing and 
environmentally friendly.
Learn more about low impact 
development. 
More information about the Palmetto 
project
Map to Moccasin Lake Nature Park
http://goo.gl/maps/Zofh0

7 May 2014 
Wednesday 7 pm

Moccasin Lake Nature Park
The Art of Photographing 

Wildlife
Want to take better photos of landscapes, 
p l a n t s a n d w i l d l i f e ? N a t u r e 
Photographers Karl & Kathleen Nichter 
will give a program on how to get sharp, 
well-composed images and teach you the 
secrets of capturing some of nature’s 
most amazing events.

4 June 2014 
Wednesday 7 pm

Moccasin Lake Nature Park
Exotic Invasive Plants 

Cynthia Wheeler-Grizzle, of the 
Suncoast  Cooperative Invasive Species 
Partnership, will speak about  the 
problems that exotic invasive plants 
cause in Florida natural communities, 
the strategies that environmental land 
managers use to keep them in check, the 
progress that  has been made, and the 
outlook for the future.

2 July 2014 
Wednesday 7 pm

Restoring Our Springs
Chris Anastasiou, Chief Environmental 
Scientist  with Southwest  Florida Water 
Management District, will discuss 
restoring natural spring systems.

6 August 2014 
Wednesday 7 pm

Moccasin Lake Nature Park
Introduction to Mycology 

Dustin Purcell, Mycologist and Plant 
Pathologist, will discuss mycology, or 
the study of fungi: mushrooms, molds, 
yeasts and mildews. Discover the 
beneficial role fungi plays in the natural 
environment  and in our backyards and 
gardens. Learn about the harmful effects 
of fungi and the variety of diseases that 
destroy desirable vegetation. This 
program will interest the avid Florida 
gardener, native plant enthusiast and the 
curious naturalist alike.

http://wilcoxnursery.com
http://wilcoxnursery.com
http://wilcoxnursery.com
http://wilcoxnursery.com
http://goo.gl/maps/Zofh0
http://goo.gl/maps/Zofh0
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
http://sarasotabay.org/water-quality/low-impact-development/
http://sarasotabay.org/water-quality/low-impact-development/
http://sarasotabay.org/water-quality/low-impact-development/
http://sarasotabay.org/water-quality/low-impact-development/
http://www.ekisticsdesignstudio.com/site/?p=1073
http://www.ekisticsdesignstudio.com/site/?p=1073
http://goo.gl/maps/Zofh0
http://goo.gl/maps/Zofh0


P I N E L L A S  C H A P T E R  F N P S

The Understory 3

Cultivating a Sense of Place
by Ellen Raabe

The new Butterfly Garden on the University of South Florida,  
St. Petersburg (USFSP) campus, is not just about butterflies, 
habitat, native plants, or sustainability. It’s about a college 
campus where a sense of belonging translates into action.  

You might  say this corner of 2nd Street  S and 6th Avenue S 
belongs to the students -- in the sense that their dreams now 
inhabit the 5,000-square foot space devoted to a Florida native 
butterfly garden. 

The new student-planted garden is complete with pathways, 
shade trees, a fountain, benches, and soon, butterflies. There 
will be signs posted with the name and role(s) of each plant. 
Some plants provide wildlife food, habitat or shelter, while 
others attract pollinators or serve as hosts for the larval stage of 
various butterflies. A sign declares it a Certified Wildlife 
Habitat by the The National Wildlife Federation.

The Butterfly Garden is the result  of campaign promises by 
student  body president Mark Lombardi-Nelson and vice 
president Christa Hegedus and was fulfilled by Clean Energy 
Resource Conservation Commission (CERCC), led by student 
Chair, Daniel McGarigal. The garden is student-funded and 
will be student-maintained by four campus organizations: 
Student  Government  (SG), Garden Club (GC), Outdoor Club 

(OC), and Student Environmental Awareness Society (SEAS). 
Daniel, who also serves as Director of Department  of 
Sustainable Initiatives (SG), hopes to attract  participation from 
more campus clubs. 

A local garden center, Twigs & Leaves, supplied plants and 
design assistance for Phase I. Students have plans to eliminate 
lawn from the garden paths and expand the planted area. This 
garden represents the tip of student  interest in sustainable 
living. There is a vegetable garden behind the Piano Man 
building and students are planning for a bike share program, 
rainwater system, and green energy systems.  Students want to 
improve integration with the larger community to develop 
sustainable-living and job opportunities in their chosen fields.

Student  turnover presents challenges, but motivated students 
who are willing to learn will make effective transitions. Daniel 
intends to create a garden manual, describing each plant  and  
basic care to reduce the learning curve. A bonus is that Alyssa 
Winston, a freshman, is already in-training and will be 
prepared to carry on when Daniel graduates in December.

Newly-planted seedlings are rapidly filling in to create an oasis 
at  the campus entrance. Blooming annuals and perennials will 
attract birds and butterflies. Taller shrubs and grasses will 
screen the garden from traffic, oaks and palms provide shade, 
and sitting areas create a place to study, chat, or contemplate 
nature. The garden is free to all and easily accessible.

A formal ribbon-cutting will take place at  the garden on April 
21, time TBA. Please visit  and let the students know how 
much you enjoy this oasis in downtown St. Petersburg!

USFSP students clockwise from front right: Alyssa Winston (SG), 
Daniel McGarigal (SG), Christa Hegedus (SG), Mark Lombardi-
Nelson (SG), Dylan Canady (GC), and Abbey Wakely (GC).  Not 
pictured: Brandi Murphy (SEAS) and Akira Mitchell (Outdoor Club).       

Photo by Ellen Raabe

If you do visit, the USFSP groundskeeping department has 
integrated more Florida natives into the landscape. Look for 
coonties around the retention pond, wildflowers at a bayside sitting 
area (above), and salt-tolerant Florida native plants on the beach.       

Photo by Ellen Raabe
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Upcoming Field Trips
Please RSVP (sign up) for all field 

trips with Jan Allyn: 
jallyn@tampabay.rr.com

5 April 2014
10:00 am - noon

6301 Shoreline Dr.
St. Petersburg, Florida

Shores of Long Bayou 
Condominiums

Pinellas Chapter member Ernie Franke 
will give us a tour of ponds that  were 
restored at the Shores of Long Bayou. 
With funding help from the Tampa Bay 
Estuary Program and the Pinellas 
Chapter, residents there removed muck 
from the ponds, recontoured them to 
create littoral shelves, and planted them 
with native aquatic plants. The Estuary 
Program recognized the project with its 
2011-2012 Golden Mangrove Award. To 
RSVP, contact Jan Allyn.

Video about the project.
Map to the site

31 May 2014
10:30 am - 12 noon

Brooker Creek Preserve 
Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs

Photographing Nature
Nature photographers Karl & Kathleen 
Nichter will lead a photography hike in 
Brooker Creek Preserve, providing tips 
about what  makes a good photo and how 
to improve your images. Practice the 
techniques you learned at  our May 
program! Register for the hike through 
B r o o k e r C r e e k P r e s e r v e u s i n g 
EventBrite:
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/photographing-
nature-tickets-7503500171

7 June 2014
9:00 am - 12 noon

Moccasin Lake Nature Park
2750 Park Trail Lane

Clearwater, FL
Exotic Removal

The June field trip will be replaced with 
a work day to remove exotic plants from 
Moccasin Lake Nature Park. 

*****

Field Trip Coordinator is Open: The 
Field Trip Coordinator helps identify 
sites for Chapter outings, is the contact 
person for participant  sign-up, and 
recruits the field trip leaders.

Volunteer Coordinator: We still need a 
cheerful person to replace Mary Ann 
Beekman. The Volunteer Coordinator 
contacts Chapter members for assistance 
at  chapter events like the landscape tour 
and plant festivals. 

To volunteer as a coordinator, please 
c o n t a c t  C a n d y A r n o l d a t 
carnold10@tampabay.rr.com

PINELLAS CHAPTER NEWS

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

The 2014 January field trip to 
Honeymoon Island State Park, led by 
Park Ranger, Tim Marshall, was well-
attended. Despite initial foggy and 
damp conditions, the day warmed and 
the sun broke through for a lovely 
walk, discussion of coastal habitats 
and local history, lunch, and an 
intersection with kite surfing.

Join us on future field trips or take 
time on your own to visit  one of the 
many local parks that  support  Florida 
native plants and habitats. 

Florida native plants and plant 
communities are adapted to the 
v a r i o u s m i c r o - c l i m a t e s a n d 
environmental conditions found in 
peninsular Florida. This means that 
they can survive without  intervention 
or excessive use of resources. The 
experience of recognizing native 
plants in the wild is a useful aid in 
understanding growing conditions, 
companion plants, and how plants 
thrive naturally.

As always, please feel free to 
contribute. This is your newsletter.

Understory Editor, Ellen Raabe

mailto:jallyn@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jallyn@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jallyn@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jallyn@tampabay.rr.com
http://youtu.be/40NuOHjfWN0
http://youtu.be/40NuOHjfWN0
http://goo.gl/maps/hHVBs
http://goo.gl/maps/hHVBs
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/photographing-nature-tickets-7503500171
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/photographing-nature-tickets-7503500171
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/photographing-nature-tickets-7503500171
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/photographing-nature-tickets-7503500171
mailto:carnold10@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:carnold10@tampabay.rr.com
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15 - 18 May 2014
FNPS Annual Conference

Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers
Please join the Florida Native Plant Society May 15-18 on the beautiful 
campus of Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort Myers, Florida for the 
2014 Annual Conference. This year’s “Growing Native” theme offers 
exciting programs and fantastic field trips. You will hear dynamic 
speakers, receive high-quality content  on native plants, and enjoy 
affordable socials.
There are two different  options for lodging this year. The host  hotel is the 
Hilton Garden Inn, located five minutes from the conference. It  offers free 
Wi-Fi, a fitness gym, a pool and free parking. The FNPS conference rate 
is just  $79 per night. Campus housing is also available at the rate of $40 
per person, per night. This $40 includes all taxes, Wi-Fi, and a hot 
breakfast. Lodging details can be found online at http://www.fnps.org/
conference/lodging.
Visit  the conference website to see what the conference offers this 
year: http://fnps.org/conference/2014. 

Or, go straight to the online-registration site to register: 

https://www.eventville.com/Catalog/EventRegistration1.asp?EventId=1010935.
We hope to see you in Fort Myers!

FNPS ANNUAL CONFERENCE

http://www.fnps.org/conference/lodging
http://www.fnps.org/conference/lodging
http://www.fnps.org/conference/lodging
http://www.fnps.org/conference/lodging
http://fnps.org/conference/2014
http://fnps.org/conference/2014
https://www.eventville.com/Catalog/EventRegistration1.asp?EventId=1010935
https://www.eventville.com/Catalog/EventRegistration1.asp?EventId=1010935
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12 April 2014
Give A Day for the Bay

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Perico Preserve, Bradenton

The Tampa Bay Estuary and Sarasota 
Bay Estuary Programs are teaming up 
to plant 12,000 plugs of marsh grass, 
Spartina alterniflora, at Manatee 
County's new Perico Preserve--and 
you can help!

The Manatee County Parks and 
Natural Resources Department  will be 
helping to organize the event, and 
FWC's Research Institute is donating 
the plants!   

100 volunteers are needed (50 to dig 
the holes and 50 to plant the grass). All 
ages are welcome. Perico Preserve is 
not yet  open to the public and has no 
shaded area. Tents and water will be 
provided for volunteers, as well as 
boxed lunch when the planting is 
done! For more information and to 
register, contact Colleen Gray 
(colleen@tbep.org or 727-893-2765).

5 April 2014
2 hour shifts/all day

Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve 
Wildlife Safari 

We expect about 600 people .  
Volunteers fully run this event, and we 
could use your help!
Volunteer Positions Available:
Safari Guides – lead groups of people 
along the Ed Center Trail where 
Wildlife Stations will be set up.
Greeters – greet visitors and exchange 
money ($5 per child ages 3-12; all 
others free)
Safari Tent  – the gathering spot before 
the group heads off on the safari.  
Animal skins, bones, skulls, etc. will 
be there to see and touch. The 
volunteers here will help with public 
education.
Prize Table – give out  prizes and 
information to the children
Volunteer shifts are two hours long.  
Safari hats and kerchiefs will be 
provided to all volunteers. We 
encourage volunteers to wear khaki-
colored pants and a volunteer t-shirt 
(provided if you don’t have one). 
Email fobcp@tampabay.rr.com if you 
have questions or wish to volunteer.
 
THANK YOU!   
Brad Wilkins, Safari Chairman
Barb Hoffman, Friends Chairman

April 28 - May 1, 2014
FLEPPC Annual Conference

Safety Harbor Resort and Spa
105 N Bayshore Dr., Safety 

Harbor

Registration is now open for the 
Florida Exotic Pest Plant  Council 
annual conference, in partnership with 
the Florida Chapter of The Wildlife 
Society. 

The theme for this joint conference 
is Breaking Bad in Florida: Gaining 
Ground on Invasive Plants and 
Animals in the 21st Century.  Speakers 
and presentations will be integrated to 
illustrate the issues surrounding 
wildlife and their habitats and the 
advancements in invasive plant and 
animal control.  In addition to this 
overall theme, individual research and 
management projects will continue to 
be a focus during technical sessions.  
This conference will also provide an 
opportunity to earn continuing 
education credits for herbicide 
applicators and possibly other 
certifications.

Register at http://www.fltws.org/ 

MORE EVENTS

mailto:colleen@tbep.org
mailto:colleen@tbep.org
http://www.fltws.org/
http://www.fltws.org/
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Bills to Watch in the Legislature
It’s that time again – the Legislature is in session. 
Communicating with your elected officials in 
Tallahassee is important.  It lets them know that the 
“average Joe” cares about environmental protection 
and that voters are watching.  It’s an election year, 
so they’re more tuned-in to the electorate. You can 
find email addresses for Pinellas County legislators 
on our website: http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
index.php?id=electedofficials 

House Bill 703 / Senate Bill 1464, sponsored by 
the perennially-objectionable Rep. Jimmy Patronis, 
originally contained provisions that erode 
environmental protection. On the way through 
committees many objectionable provisions were 
removed, but the bill is still a step backward in 
protecting Florida’s environment. As a Sierra Club 
Florida lobbyist said, “There’s not much to like in 
it.”

Senate Bill 1160,  which delays a ban on land-
spreading septic tank waste by one year (to 2016) 
and requires a study of the issue by February 2015, 
is making its way through committees despite 
objections by environmental groups. Land-
spreading of waste is a source of nitrogen pollution 
to waterways.

Senate Bill 1576 / House Bill 1313 deals with 
springs protection. This is a hot topic and the bill 
contains many new water quality safeguards, as 
well as over $350 million in funding. However, this 
is more money than was requested by the governor 
or House and Senate budget negotiators, so it 
remains to be seen whether all this bill’s provisions 
will survive to make it into law.

Florida Forever: A $30-$40 million funding level 
is recommended for land acquisition, most of it 
from the sale of surplus non-conservation lands. 
Senate Bill 1398, sponsored by Alan Hays 
(architect of last session’s attempted sale of 
“surplus” conservation land) would restrict  
purchases of land outside of designated (by the 
Legislature) “areas of critical state concern.” 

E N T H U S I A S T I C 
VOLUNTEERS WHO LOVE 
BUTTERFLIES and enjoy working with 
people are needed!  The butterfly garden at 
Moccasin Lake Nature Park could use some 
tender loving care, so we are reaching out to 
our members to restore it. The park is located 
at 2750 Park Trail Lane, Clearwater, Florida.

Maintenance like weeding and watering will 
be ongoing.  We have experienced butterfly 
gardeners who will be happy to train 
volunteers in recognizing a “weed” from a 
butterfly plant.  Volunteers are needed 
Thursday or Saturday 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
However, we are willing to work with 
anyone’s schedule who is interested in helping.  
If you would like to become an interpretive or 
butterfly garden volunteer please contact 
Candy at  carnold10@tampabay.rr.com or 
phone (727) 867-9149 to register.

*****

“Happiness is like a butterfly which, 
when pursued, is always beyond our 

grasp, but if you will sit down 
quietly, may alight upon you.” 

Nathaniel Hawthorne

*****

An Eastern Cottontail rabbit 
enjoys spring in a native 
Florida garden.    

Photo by E. Raabe

http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/index.php?id=electedofficials
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/index.php?id=electedofficials
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/index.php?id=electedofficials
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/index.php?id=electedofficials
mailto:carnold10@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:carnold10@tampabay.rr.com
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Member and Volunteer Support
THANK YOU to the volunteers who 
help plan our programs, field trips, 
plant tours and festivals, and conduct 
general behind-the-scenes efforts for 
the Pinellas Chapter of FNPS, 
including contributions to this 
newsletter! Our volunteers are the 

best. Thank you to our members, new and old, and thank you 
to our business members. They support  the Florida Native 
Plant Society. Please support them. 

Chapter Directory

O f f i c e r s
Candy Arnold, President carnold10@tampabay.rr.com
Claudia Lewis, Vice President, clewis.consulting@gmail.com
Jan Allyn, Secretary, jallyn@tampabay.rr.com
Cindy Smith, Treasurer csmith55@tampabay.rr.com
Debbie Chayet, Chapter Representative dchayet@verizon.net
Jan Allyn, Past President, jallyn@tampabay.rr.com

B o a r d  M e m b e r s
Kodiak Brothers kodiak224@gmail.com
Andrew Karpinski, ak@stonemarmot.com
Katy Roberts, kroberts@ij.net
Sue Taylor susn31taylor@gmail.com

Committee Chairs and Coordinators
Advocacy/Conservation: Katy Roberts
Artist: Cathy Vogelsong
Events/Displays: Andy Karpinski
Hospitality: Andy Karpinski
Membership: John and Monica Pinnell
Programs/ Field Trips: Open - coordinator needed!
Publicity: Carlton Rowell
Sales/Merchandise: Jane Williams 
Social Media: Open
Understory Editor: Ellen Raabe
Volunteer Coordinator: Open - coordinator needed! 
Web Master: Jan Allyn
Web Assistant: George Bickner

Community and volunteer support
"Live in the sunshine, swim the sea, drink the wild air." —Ralph Waldo Emerson

mailto:candacearnold@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:candacearnold@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jallyn@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jallyn@tampabay.rr.com
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mailto:ak@stonemarmot.com
mailto:kroberts@ij.net
mailto:kroberts@ij.net
mailto:susn31taylor@gmail.com
mailto:susn31taylor@gmail.com


P I N E L L A S  C H A P T E R  F N P S

   Pinellas Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society 2014   Issue 2

FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) is to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant 
communities of Florida.

Join us at monthly meetings for inspirational speakers, on field trips to see natural habitats, at plant sales, 
or visit local plant nurseries specializing in native plants. Visit us online.

Pinellas Chapter web address: http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/

FNPS Blog: http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com

Twitter @FNPSonline 

Join/Like us on Facebook

Pinellas Chapter FNPS

Pinellas Chapter Florida Native Plant Society
P.O. Box 1661 
Pinellas Park, Florida
33780-1661

http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org
http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com
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