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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Our Pinellas Chapter hasthefourth largest membership
of FNPS chapters, and avery activegroup it is. Some
dedicated and effective leaders supported by volunteers
make things happen. It occurred to methat many casual
members perhapsare not familiar with all that wedoin
support of the FNPS mission to preserve, conserve, and
restorethe native plantsand native plant communities of
Florida. Hereisasummation of many of our activities
over thepast few years.

Educational Outreach: Meeting and educating people
about native plantsisoneof themainwaysweaccomplish
our mission. PowerPoint presentationsof “In Harmony
with Nature” (comprised of “The Healthy L andscape”
and “Landscaping and Gardening with FloridaNative
Plants’), developed in partnership with St. Petersburg
Audubon Society, have been presented to thousands of
people at major environmental events, neighborhood
associ ation meetings, garden clubs, and variouscivic
groups, aswell asstate conferencesof Audubon of Florida
and FNPS. Our presentershave been Bruce Turley, Cathy
Quindiagan, JanAllyn, and Bill Bilodeau. Designed to
make people aware of environmentally friendly
approachesto home property management, it hasalso

been astrong vehiclefor putting our chapter name and
mission out into community awareness. We created a
narrated CD version of the programs and sell it state-
wide, with the help of afavorablearticlein Audubon’s
gatepublication“ TheNaturdist.” The* Landscaping and
Gardening with FloridaNative Plants” PPT wasgivena
post production grant from FNPS, copied, and distributed
to every FNPS chapter statewide by educational chair
Marty Main.

Weexhibit a every mgor environmenta eventintheregion
with afirst classdisplay managed by Marie Hughes. We
distribute voluminous amounts of freeliteratureto the
publicfrom our display. Some of these eventshave been
very well attended, e.g. the PinellasLiving Green Expo
(approx. 5,000 people) and the Tropicana Field Home
Show ( approx. 30,000 people).

Partnerships. Weare an active part of acountywide
environmentd codition, “ Alliancefor aLivable Pindlas’
or AL P, which meetsmonthly to share newsand i ssues,
and to coordinate advocacy strategieswhen appropriate.
Cathy Quindiagan and Bill Bilodeau have been attending.
ALP has been meeting monthly with the chief
administrative/environmental officer of thecity of St.
Petersburg in an attempt to assist the city in advancing
fromsilver to gold statusin the Green Citiesprogram. A
result of these meetingsisaforthcoming revision of the
city tree ordinancewhich ismuch more protective of the
tree canopy than the prior ordinance. Our chapter played
animportant roleinthisdevelopment.

Two yearsago the Pinellas county administrator formed
the Environmental Science Forum, aninvited collection
of non-governmental environmentalists, tofunctionasan
advisory board to the administration. Ray Wunderlich,
our chapter representative, hasregularly participatedin
thisopportunity.
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We partnered with Heritage Village, acounty historical
preservation site, to create signage for the Shirley
McPhersonTrall, anative plant ethnobotanicd interpretive
trail. We devel oped the plant description content and
donated $3500 to the project. Jane Williams was the
chapter project manager.

Every December for many yearswehavejoined with S.
Petersburg Audubon Society for a Conservation
Cé ebration wherewe both give our annua awards, have
adlent auction fund-raiser, and atop-notch speaker. It's
aninspiring event attended by approximately 200 people.

Conservation: We have partnered with thecity of St.
Petersburg intherestoration of Little Bayou Park and an
important Indian mound at PinellasPoint. Ray Wunderlich,
our conservation chair person, has spearheaded the
endeavor. Wejoined with the Southwest FloridaWater
Management District (SWFWMD) toremoveinvasive
exotic plant speciesand plant nativesat Clam Bayou. One
of our members, Elizabeth France, hasarranged atransfer
of county property tothecity of Clearwater and created
aneighborhood demonstration “ pocket park” supporting
butterfliesand birdswith native plants. Wehaved so been
aparticipant in theongoing planting and maintenance of
an extensive demonstration garden of native coastal
species at the USF marine sciences educational site at
Clam Bayou. Bill Bilodeau hasbeen aregular supporter
of that project.

Scholar shipsand Awar ded Grants. For severa years
running our chapter, under the leadership of Cindy
Peacock, our scholarship chairperson, has donated an
average $2000 ayear in scholarshipsfor variouscity and
county environmental summer camp programsfor youth.
Wejust received feedback from the program manager of
Moccasin Lake Nature Park that, inonefamily’s case,
the sponsorship of the child alowed the single mother to
get ajob to support her family. We provided an assistance
grant of $100to long timemember John Beckner for his
effortstodigitally scanthehigtoricaly sgnificant andfragile
journasof JamesMacFarland, aFloridabotanist of the
1920s. Recently we gave agrant of $250 for the Tracy
McCommon “ Gardening for Native Pollinators’ TV
production, which will potentially reach millions of
Horidians. We sponsored the 2008 FNPS conferencein
the amount of $500.

Grants Received: We received a $1,907 grant from
the Tampa Bay Estuary Program to print giveaway
literaturefoldersfor our “In Harmony with Nature” series.
Thechapter received a$1,000 grant from ProgressEnergy
tohelprestorethe St. Petersburg city park &t Little Bayou.
A grant of $7500 from the TampaBay Estuary Program
was obtained for the planting of the pocket park known
asRainbow at Marsin Clearwater.

Plant Sales: Our chapter, withthelead of Bruce Turley,
holdsmajor plant saleseach spring and fall. Not only do
they provideincomefor the chapter but aso awonderful
educationa and membership opportunity. Our most recent
sdegarnered 22 new membershipsand provided thehogt,
Wilcox Nursery, a record breaking sales day. At our
monthly membership meetings Ray Wunderlich has
consistently providesnative plantshe hasgrown for our
dlent auctionwhich, over time, hasprovided animportant
incomestream.

Newdletter and M ember ship Communication: We
have had one of the best newdl ettersin the state and one
of thefirsttogodigital. Thanksto LisaCurry, our former
editor, the transition was smooth and accepted by the
membership and has substantially reduced our per-issue
cost. Our email communication with our membership,
managed by webmaster Jan Allyn, isoutstanding. She
sendsaregular feature entitled “ Newsfrom the Pinellas
FNPS’ which details activities, advocacy issues, and
volunteer opportunities.

LandscapeTour: 1n 2007 we reestablished an annua
native plant yard tour for the public. The event sparked
theinvolvement of new volunteerswithinthechapter. The
tour was well attended and highly praised as a direct
learning experience. We planto continuetheactivity.

Advocacy: Inthepast severd yearsthe PindlasChapter's
level of advocacy hasincreased significantly because of
development threatsto our local preservesand parks. In
concert with other loca environmental groups, wehave
been abl e to affect some county management policies.
Debbie Chayet and JanAllyn a so providedinput at master
planning meetingsfor some of our parksand preserves.
Asaway of saving our coastal forestsin Louisianaand
Floridawe have signed on to two letters, sponsored by
the Gulf Restoration Network, requesting that Home
Depot, Lowe's, and Wal-Mart cease selling cypress
mulch.
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Other Projectg/Activities: For the last two years,
committeeof chapter members, under Bruce Turley’slead,
have been creating abook on shadegardening with native
plants. JaneWilliams created threelarge notebooks of
native plant picturesand descriptionsasareferencefor
use at our plant sales. We were also a co-host of the
2008 FNPS State Conference.

Asyou can see, our chapter isheavily committedto action
and should bevery proud of itsaccomplishments. Asa
member, if you havenot yet lent your timeand talentsto
our impressiveefforts, don't keep hesitating. Beinvolved!
The more of uswho participate the stronger and more
effectivewe can be. Your contributionisvery important
to the growth of our chapter and the well being of the
communitiesinwhichwelive.

—--Bill Bilodeau

THE 2008 FLorIDA NATIVE PLANT
SocieTy CONFERENCE

Uplandsto Estuaries. Celebrating Florida’sNative
Plant Heritagewasthethemeof the 2008 FloridaNative
Plant Society conference, held a the Manatee Convention
Center from May 14 to May 18, 2008. Thiswasthe
first timemultiple chapters have co-hosted aconference.
The co-hostswerethe Pinellas, Serenoa, Suncoast and
Mangrove Chapters.

Ray Wunderlich, from our Pinellas chapter, was the
Conferencechairman, and presented achallengetoall
confereesto enact anew paradigm of sustainability. For
the conference weekend, recycling binsfor cans, platic,
and paper were set up, organic food was offered, use of
plastic wasreduced, and like-minded sponsorsinvited as
part of that effort.

There were 325 attendees to this year's conference,
coming from asfar north as PanamaCity and asfar south
as Homestead, and from the east and west coasts and
central Horida. Theenvironmenta exhibits, and plant and
merchandisevendors, wered so opentothegenerd public,
who wereencouraged to learn more about using natives,
and integrating environmentaly friendly practicesintother
everyday life.

For thefirgt time, afull children’sprogramwith activities
andfieldtripswasheld on Friday and Saturday. | heard
them hooting like owlsand flying down the hallway. |
thought they werewaving at me, but wasinformed that
they wereflying.

Severd nightsof socia eventswith good food and music
alowed membersof thevariouschaptersto catch upwith
oldfriendsand tofind out what the 34 chaptersaredoing
all over the state.

Awar ds. Oneof thehighlightsand purposesof our annua
Conferenceisto recognize the contributions of various
individuas, groupsor organizations totheFloridaNative
Plant Society missionof: Conservation, Restoration, and
Presarvation of nativeplants, and native plant communities.
Awardsaregiventoindividuas inrecognition of superior
achievements in keeping with our goals, and for
landscaping in keeping withthe FNPS mission.



Green PAmetto awardsare giventonominated members
who provided outstanding contributionsto FNPSinthe
arenas of Service, Education, and Science/Technical
contribution. Thisyear thosewho received thisaward
wereRon Plakke, PhD., Erick Smith, Carmel VanHoek,
CynthiaPlockelmen

Silver Palmetto Awards are selected by the President,
andweregivento Robert Egolf, Cindy Libertonand Kim
Zaillo

Thereisadso aGreen PAmetto award given to the chapter
that hasmade outstanding contributions. Thisyear'swinner
wasthe Tarflower Chapter.

L andscape award winnersintheres dential homeowner
design category were:

1% Place Elizabeth Flynn, Ormond Beach, FL

Elizabeth and ThomasHynn—Designers, Owners

2" Place DorisBareiss, New Port Richey, FL
DorisL. Bareiss—Designer/Owner

3 Place WesBrooks
Tom and Anamary Brooks- Designers, Owners

Look for more details and pictures on the landscape
award winnersin the upcoming issues of the Palmetto
magazine. Congratulationstoall of our award winners!

The Conference volunteersworked |ong hoursto make
thisconferenceasuccess. Volunteersfrom our Pinellas
Chapter helped guidefieldtrips, transport food, register
participants, act asroom monitors, and coordinate the
socid eventsand activites. A bigthank youtodl of them:

Jan Allyn, Bill Bilodeau, Debbie Chayet, LisaCurry,
BarbaraHoffman, IlsaJohannson, AliceKeton, Lorraine
Margeson, Jim McGinity, Cindy Peacock, Cathy
Quindiagan, Nancy Smith, Melody Staunton, Don
Stillwaugh, Bruce Turley, Jane Williams, Jennifer
Wunderlich, and Ray Wunderlich.

Next year’sconference will be May 21-24, 2009 in
Palm Beach, Florida, at the West Palm Beach Marriott,
10001 Okeechobee Boulevard, West PaAlm Beach, FL
33401.

We highly recommend you make plansto attend. Itisa
wonderful way tolearn more about thereal nature of our
beautiful statewhileyouinteract withold friendsand/or
meet new friends with similar goals. You are ailmost
guaranteed to have agood time.
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AlexaWilcox-Huegd, with afavoritetree, onavisit
to AppalachicolaBluffsand Ravines, anature Con-
servancy property just west of Tallahasseein April
2008. Thetreeisasprucepine.




PENSTEMONS
By Craig Huegdl

Also known as* beardtongues’ because of the* hairy”
andinfertilestamen that ispresent ins dethe open flower
tube, this wonderful group of wildflowers are found
throughout the country in great diversity. Itisestimated
that morethan 250 speciesare nativeto NorthAmerica,
mostly inwestern states. Only three speciesarenativeto
Forida, but al three should bemorewidely usedinthe
homelandscape.

Beardtonguesare membersof the Scrophul ariaceee; the
samefamily that includes sngpdragons, and afew natives
that you might recognize: bluehearts, bacopa, andfase
foxglove. Likethecommon snapdragon, penstemonspro-
duceaflower stak with multipleflowersthet openat right
anglesonthestem. Theflowersthemsalvesaretubular,
with rather complex throats. Most speciescomeinvari-
ousshadesof whiteor pink. Thebeauty of beardtongues
comesfromtheflowers. Blooming seasonsgeneraly last
fromthelate spring and extendintothefal. Throughout
thisperiod, many flowersarenormally openat onetime.
They aregreat plantsfor hummingbirds, if you arelucky
enough to havethem during these months, but they mostly
attract awide assortment of bees. Beardtonguesare not
exceptional butterfly plantsand | am not aware of any
speciesthat usesthem asalarva food plant, thoughthe
common buckeye usesmany other speciesinthisfamily.

Our three beardtongues are short-lived perennialsand
essentidly evergreens. Although they do not bloom year-
round, their foliage doesnot die back to the ground dur-
ing thewinter. When not in bloom, they exist asatidy
clump of short linear-shaped leaves. P. australisand P.
laevigatus haveleaveswith anoticeably reddishtinge,
while P. multiflorusdoesnot. All beardtonguesareeasy
to grow from seed —and probably should beevery couple
of yearsto ensurethat your population doesn' t disappear
withage.

A brief description of our three native speciesisbe ow:

P. multiforus—Many-flowered or white beardtongueis
themost commonly availableand most widdly digtributed
Foridaspeciesinthisgenus. Itisarather common mem-
ber of sandhill and flatwoodscommunitiesthroughout the
panhandleand peninsular Florida. 1t alsoisthelargest

member of thegenus. Flower stalks may reach more
than4feetin height. Asthenameimplies, thisspecies
producesawealth of whiteflowers, beginninginApril
and extending into thefall. Usethisspeciestowardthe
back of your garden, sinceit sometimesgrowsquitelarge,
and useit in small groupingsto accent its attractive
flowers.

Penstemon multiforus

P.. australis— Slender or pink beardtongueisarather
diminutive member of thisgroup, but perhapsmy favor-
ite. Common to sandhill and flatwoods habitatsinthe
panhandle and south to about Polk County, thisspecies
rarely reaches 2 feet in height —even counting itsflower
sak. Thesoft-pink bloomsarevery attractive, but they
will get lostin alarge setting unless planted in massand
near the front where you can readily appreciate them.
Thisspecieswasoncewidely availablefrom Floridana-
tiveplant nurseries, but seemsto havemostly disgppeared
at present. Wehopethat thiswill changeinthefuture.




Penstemon multiflorus
White Beardtongue

D C.GROGE F7

P. laevigatus—Eastern smooth beardtongueistherarest
of our nativespecies. Althoughwiddy didtributedin states
throughout the Southeast, itisnaturally present only in
two countiesintheHoridaPanhandle. Foliage-wise, east-
ern smooth beardtongueisrather smilar to pink beard-
tongue, and theflowersaremuted pinkish lavender. This
speciesisdrought tolerant, but scemstodobestinadry
woodland setting—not the open sunny areaspreferred by
the other two speciesabove. Althoughrarein Florida,
thisspeciesisgrown by several Floridasourcesandis
more commonly offered than pink beardtongue. 1f you
wishto useit, | would recommend plantingitinanarea
that getssun for no morethan haf aday and wheresoils
areabit richer than the sandy conditionsfavored by the
other two.

Penstemon laevigatus




JUNE MEETING, Wed., June 4, 7:00 pm:

30,000 Year sof Gobal ClimateChange: TheDegja
Vu of Rising Temperaturesand Sea L evels
By Archaeologist Jay Hardman.

Jay will be presenting the prehistory of the TampaBay
aredschangingfloraandfaunasnceman’'searliest arrivd.
Time perspectiveispromoted throughtimeclock anaogy,
for abetter understanding of environmenta progression.

Jay Hardman, anative Floridian, grew up in Pinellas
County. Hegraduated from St. Petersburg Junior College
where he received a degree in Secondary Science
Education, then, shifting hisfocus somewhat, earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in

JUNE FIELD TRIP, Sat. June 7:
Archaeologist Jay Hardmanwill beleading our Fieldtrip
toWeedon Idland, on Saturday, June 7. Thetripwill be
coordinated by Bill Bilodeau. Wewill meet intheparking
lot of theWeedon Idand Environmenta Center at 8AM.
Thiswill beahikingtrip and will take gpproximately 2-3
hours. Wewill view theexhibit (inorder to connect with
the people) and hike the upland and boardwalk trailsto
seethe plantsand discussthelr usage.

Members and general public are welcome (not
recommended for children under age8.) Pleasebring
appropriate walking/hiking shoes, hat, sunscreen, and
insect repellent, and water to drink.Bring alunch and we
will al enjoy apicnictogether at theend of the hike.

AppliedArchaeology. During (¢
graduate school, he spent ayear
asfield archaeologist for the
State of Florida, and has
worked for various Cultural
ResourceManagement firms.

Weedon Idand Preserve Cultural and Natural History Center
1800 Weedon Drive NESt. Petersburg, FL 33702
Phone: 727-453-6500
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JULY MEETING, Wed. July 9, 7:00 pm:

The Wondrous Plants and Trees of Florida’'s
Riverine Systems
By CraigHuegel, PhD

Our speaker, Dr. Craig Huegd , will show usacloser [ook
at theflorafound near Florida'srivers, and explaintheir
importance and connection to the entireriverine plant
community. Craigwill explain Horida's four mgor river
and stream types. Sand-bottom streams, Calcareous
streams; Largerivers; and Swamp & bog streams, and
the characterigticsof the plantswhich comprisethem. He
will lead uson avisual tour of some of Florida strees,
shrubs and herbaceous species adapted to those plant
communities, andto lifealong our riversand streams,
whichwill help usto enjoy their beauty and understand
their relevanceto Florida secology.

JULY FIELD TRIP, Sunday, July 13:

Our July field trip, on Sunday, July 13, will beacanoe/
kayak trip! LarsAnderson, awell-known guide, author
and naturalist, hasagreed to beour guidefor thistrip. He
will takeustoalittleknown andfairly secluded areaa ong
oneof Florida'srivers. If you have never beenonatrip
with Lars, you areinfor atreat.

Thisfield trip requiresreservationsin advance, so
pleaseread theinfo below car efully!

Our trip coordinator will beAlexaWilcox-Huegdl. You
may contact her at (727) 251-7376if you haveany further
questions. To reserve your spot you must contact Lars
Andersondirectly at theAdventure Outpost (Information
at bottom below). But please let Alexaknow you are
going aswell, so we can contact you with any changein
plans. Wewill betrying to set up carpoolsto help save
ongeas.




CHASSAHOWITZKARIVER

Thistripwill beto the beautiful ChassahowitzkaRiver,
which startsjust south of Crystal River (10 milesbelow
Homosassa Springs). Wewill meet at 10:00 am at the
river. Wewill make severa stopsto seethenativeflora
andto swiminone of the springsthat feed thisriver (so
be sureto wear clothesyou can swimin). Wewill also
stop for lunch along theway. Thistrip wasplanned for
experienced and beginning paddlersaike. Joinusfor a
redlly funday!

The Chas, asthisriver iscommonly known, isthequiet,
unpretentiouslittles ster of the popular GOMER (Gulf of
Mexico Region) springrivers. Themainriver channdl is
surprisngly wide, but rdatively shalow. With Crystdl and
Homosassa Riversvying for attention to the north and
mermaids|uring touriststo Weeki Wacheeto the south,
the Chas has gone relatively unnoticed. Thisriver’'s
isolationisno merefluke. It runsthrough the heart of a
beautiful, 40 square mile wetlands known as the
Chassahowitzka Swamp. And, if that’snot enough, there
are springs too. Granted they’re not the big, showy
fountainsof her sister rivers- but somearevery nice.

Highlights

Asyou' |l learn from the caution signs on the highway
coming down, there are bearsin thesewoods. But here,
aselsawhere, the Floridablack bear isan elusivecritter.
You have amuch better chance of spotting an otter, deer
or wild hog rooting dong theriver bank. Another postive
aspect of thistrip isthe shortage of motor boats. M ost
arecommercid fishermenin small, open crab boats, who
seemto haveamuch healthier respect for paddlersthan
gportsfishermen and recreational boaters.

Boat Rentals and fees

Kayaks, canoesand tandem kayaksareavailable. The
feefor thistripisona®per person” basis, oit'sthesame
for everyone- kayak, canoe or tandem. The cost is$32
for FNPSmembers(normd rateis$39 for non-members).
With your own boat it’'s $25 for members (and $29 for
non-members). Thisincludesall equipment needed (life
jackets, whistles, paddles, sedts, etc.) aswell asshuttle
trangportationto and fromthesite. There'sasoa$2.14
per vehicleparking fee. Space, dueto boatsand shuttling,
islimited, soreserveearly.

Difficulty

Thisisan easy, round-trip paddle. We' replanning to be
out around 3 - 4 hours (which probably meanssix hours
sinceour chapter isknown for frequent stopsto seethe
flowers). TheChassahowitzkaisafairly wide, tidal river,
and even during the stronger periods of the coming and
going tides, thecurrentisrelatively weak. Eventhelittle
feeder streams, someof whichwewill explore, aresow.

What tobring
- Rain gear. Thistime of year, you should alway bring
somekind of raingear - justin case.

- Comfortableclothes. If theday startsout cool, dressin
layerssoyou can pedl out gradually asthingswarm up.

- Wear clothesthat you canswimin, aswewill bestopping
at one of the springsalong theway.

- Appropriate footwear. Be sure to wear some shoes
that can get wet (preferably enclosed and with good
treads).

- Sun protection. The Chasisawide openriver, so hat
and sunscreen areagood idea.

- Dry bagsand/or boxes. If you chooseto bring camera,

binocular and/or field guides, be sureto carry themin
something waterproof like doubled plastic baggiesor a
dry bag.
- Food and drinks. Be sureto pack somelunch. There's
not much high, dry ground dong the Chas, but we' Il finda
spot to pull off for alunch/stretch break. You might also
want to bring some snacks. Be sureto also bring plenty
of water of something elseto keep yoursalf hydrated.

RESERVATIONSARE REQUIRED for dl trips! For
Reservations, call Adventure Outpost (386) 454-0611.

- You can make areservation any timebefore5 pmthe
afternoon beforethetrip. HOWEVER, theearlier you
call, themorelikely you areto secure aspot.

- All reservationsmust be secured with prepayment, using
cash, check or credit card (by phoneis OK).

- Cancdlations. You can canced upto 24 hoursbefore
thetrip and get afull refund. After that, your payment is
forfeited.

- For moreinformation/ questions call or write:

LarsAndersen, Adventure Outpost
18238 NW Hwy 441

High Springs, FL 32643

(386) 454-0611
http://Amww.adventureoutpost.net



OFFICERS StANDING COMMITTEES

President: Bill Bilodeau 322-9695 Conservation: Ray Wunderlich 525-1689
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