Go Native... Without Making the Neighbors Go Ballistic

In our urban neighborhoods a wild
garden is often times taken as an
unkempt garden. The neighbors that
admire their wide expanse of green
lawn on the weekdays, and work on it
all weekend, will not appreciate the
wild patch you have started for the
butterflies, or the brush pile for the
snakes. Beauty is in the eye of the
beholder you say? Well, when in
Rome.... Here are some tips to help you
get along with, and maybe change the
mind of, your environmentally
unfriendly neighbors.

Keep the areas around the naturalized area mowed. This will show the neighbors that you are taking
care of the place and not just letting it go. Framing the areas with mowed paths and borders will give a
neat appearance that the neighbors can relate to.

Trim the plantings in front of the house. Many people feel that a house that is hidden by overgrown
shrubbery looks neglected. You don't have to spend the weekends making topiaries, but a little trimming
will help with the public relations.

Use colorful plants and flowers. Give the neighbors something to ooh and ah over. Plant wildflowers
that are bright and beautiful. Even lawn lovers can appreciate colorful flowers.

Use landscape borders. Use rocks, landscape timbers, railroad ties, or whatever is available to make
borders and beds. Borders give the appearance of the area having received a gardener's attention.

Use fences. Another aspect of giving the yard a boundary will be a fence. A rustic wooden fence is very
natural looking yet gives a boundary that is easy to identify with.

Use lawn ornaments and/or benches. A bench in the center of the butterfly garden gives it a homey
and much used look. Don't forget ornaments. A sun dial is always nice to look at.

Remember... You want the natural look, not the neglected look.

—By Sharon LaPlante
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Books to Get You Started with Florida Native Plants

Butterfly Gardening with Florida’s Native Plants, Craig
Huegel, Florida Native Plant Society, 1995.

Coastal Dune Plants, Dan Austin, Steve Bass &
Penelope Honychurch, Gumbo Limbo Nature
Center, 1991.

Coastal Hammock and Mangrove Guide, Dan Austin,
Steve Bass & Penelope Honychurch, Gumbo Limbo
Nature Center, 1997.

Florida Wildflowers: A Comprehensive Guide, Walter
Kingsley Taylor, University of Press of Florida,
2013.

Florida's Best Native Landscape Plants: 200 Readily
Available Species for Homeowners and
Professionals, Gil Nelson, University Press of
Florida, 2003.

Gardening for Florida’s Butterflies, Pamela F. Traas,
Great Outdoors Publishing Co., 2001

The Guide to Florida Wildflowers, Walter Kingsley
Taylor, Taylor Publishing Co., Texas, 1992.

Native Florida Plants: Low-Maintenance Landscaping &
Gardening, Robert Haehle and Joan Brookwell,
Taylor Trade Publishing, 2004.

Native Plant Landscaping for Florida Wildlife, Craig N.
Huegel, University Press of Florida, 2010.

Natural Florida Landscaping, Dan Walton and Laurel
Schiller, Pineapple Press, 2007.

Native Wildflowers and Other Ground Covers for
Florida Landscapes, Craig N. Huegel, University
Press of Florida, 2012.

Noah’s Garden: Restoring the Ecology of Our Own Back
Yards, Sara Stein, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1993.

Priceless Florida: Natural Ecosystems and Native
Species, Ellie Whitney, Bruce Means and Anne
Rudloe, Pineapple Press, 2005.

The Right Plants for Dry Places (2nd ed.), Suncoast
Chapter FNPS, Great Outdoors Publ. Co., 2004.

Scrub Plant Guide, Dan Austin, Steve Bass and
Penelope Honychurch, Gumbo Limbo Nature
Center, 1993.

The Shrubs and Woody Vines of Florida: A Reference
and Field Guide, Pineapple Press, Gil Nelson, 1996.

The Trees of Florida: A Reference and Field Guide, Gil
Nelson, Pineapple Press, 1998.

Websites
The following websites have good information about Florida native plants:

Association of Florida Native Nurseries
www.plantrealflorida.org &
www.floridanativenurseries.org

Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants
www.plantatlas.usf.edu

Center for Aquatic & Invasive Plants
plants.ifas.ufl.edu

Florida Invasive Species Council
www.floridainvasives.org

Florida Native Plant Society www.fnps.org

Florida Natural Areas Inventory www.fnai.org

Institute for Regional Conservation
www.regionalconservation.org

Florida Wildflower Foundation
www.flawildflowers.org

Florida Wildflower Seed & Plant Growers Assoc.
www.floridawildflowers.com

Florida Wildflowers & Butterflies Searchable
Database www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/wildflower/

Free UF/IFAS Publications

Many useful publications are available from the
University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences (UF/IFAS) from their searchable database:
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/. The following publications and
many others are available online and from your county
cooperative extension service. The publication number
of each is given in parentheses.

e Creating Wildlife Habitat with Native Florida
Freshwater Wetland Plants (FA0OO07)

e Landscaping Backyards for Wildlife: Top Ten Tips
for Success (UW175)

e A Bird's-Eye View: How Birds Select Habitat
(UwW174)

e An Overview and Informal Key of the Ferns of
Florida (UW217)

e Native Plants: An Overview (EP297)

e Conservation Subdivision: Construction Phase -
Native Landscaping Palette (UW329)

e Butterfly Gardening in Florida (UW057)
e Threats to Florida’s Biodiversity (UW107)

e The Value of Endangered Species: the Importance
of Conserving Biological Diversity (UW064)

e Native Trees for North Florida (EP007)
e Native Trees for South Florida (EH157)

o Native Wildflowers on Roadsides of Central and
South Florida (EP13800)

¢ Common Native Wildflowers of North Florida
(EP0O61)

e Help Protect Florida's Natural Areas from Non-
Native Invasive Plants (AG108)

e Florida’s Native Bromeliads (UW205)


http://www.floridawildflowers.com/
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