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    Upcoming Chapter Events:

● June 6 (Wed.) — Pinellas Chapter Meeting/Program, 7:00 - 9:00 pm, at Moccasin Lake
Nature Park.  Program:  Good Bugs/Bad Bugs, with speaker Pam Brown, Gardening Coach &
Master Gardner.  Pam Brown holds a MS degree in Ornamental Horticulture from Virginia Tech.
She served as the UF Urban Horticulture Extension Agent in Pinellas County for over eight
years.  Good Bugs/Bad Bugs is an entertaining and informative presentation on many of the
insects we find in our local gardens.

● June 9 (Sat.) — Field trip: Werner-Boyce Salt Springs State Park, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm.
This will be a park ranger-led nature walk.  The Park consists of 3,600 acres, including 4 miles
of pristine mangrove lined coastline. There are tidal marsh areas mixed with freshwater
creeks, pine flatwoods, oak hammocks, and many small artesian Springs. The Salt Spring has a
depth of 320 feet with a cavern at the bottom 50 ft high and 200 ft wide. The park contains
the largest area of salt flats in the state. We hope to see some of the salt flats and native
orchids, as well as other wildflowers and marsh grasses.  Meet at the main parking lot. Bring
insect repellent.

●

● July 11th (Wed.) —  We will have an informal social at Caledonia Brewery in Dunedin, with a
Plant Identification Contest.  Info and directions on MeetUp.

The Pinellas Chapter holds monthly program meetings the first Wednesday of each month,
7:00 pm, at Moccasin Lake Nature Park,  2750 Park Trail Lane, Clearwater.  We have
announcements, a silent auction of plants and seed swap, and a featured speaker.  Members
are invited to bring refreshments to share.

All meetings, field trips and other FNPS activities are free and open to all.

Weekly on Wednesdays: Regular weekly Pinellas Chapter work days at the Native
Gardens, Pinellas County Extension/Florida Botanical Garden, 12520 Ulmerton Rd., Largo,
FL.  Volunteers needed at the Native Area of the Florida Botanical Garden meet every
Wednesday from approximately 9 am to 1 pm.

https://www.meetup.com/Pinellas-FNPS/events/251374133/
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Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ means using low-maintenance plants and
environmentally sustainable practices.  Each county has a Florida-Friendly
Landscaping™ program. To find out more about Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ in
Pinellas County, contact FFL Extension Agent Brian Niemann at (727) 453-6524

or FFL Community Outreach Coordinator
Doris Heitzman at (727) 582-2422.

Native garden at the Florida Botanical
Gardens.  Photo by Susan Taylor.

Visit our Calendar page for a current list of upcoming speakers, field trips and other
events. http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/calendar/

To receive reminders/notifications of upcoming programs, field trips, and other activities,
become a member of the Chapter's Meetup group. Visit the Subscribe page for more
information and to sign up. https://www.meetup.com/Pinellas-FNPS/

June 16  (Sat.)  — Egmont Key Bird Sanctuary Tour by boat, 5-8 pm, with
Friends of the Tampa Bay National Wildlife Refuges.  Join the Tampa Bay National Wildlife
Refuges for the sixth annual tour of the Egmont Key Bird Sanctuary with a stop at the Egmont
Key Guardhouse, Ft Dade ruins, Lighthouse, and hopefully a Black Skimmer colony. The Egmont
Key Ferry will take us around the south tip of Egmont Key to see the areas where 40,000+ pairs
of birds are nesting.   Cost: Members of Friends of the Tampa Bay NWR $25 each, non-
members $40 each (includes 1 yr individual membership).  Additional information at
http://tampabayrefuges.org/FL 33743-0782. Reservations and Payment must be received by
Saturday June 9.

Other Events of Interest:

http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/index.php?id=calendar
https://www.meetup.com/en-AU/Pinellas-FNPS/
http://tampabayrefuges.org/


4

Endangered Plants of Pinellas County
By: Rebecca Wellborn

On April 29th I attended a meeting of the Suncoast Sierra Club, where our past President and
current Chapter Representative Jan Allyn was speaking to the North Pinellas Conservation Team
about Endangered Plants of Pinellas County. The meeting was held at Caledonia Brewing in
Dunedin, where the group meets monthly to “

A lifelong learner, environmentalist and beer sipper…I felt right at home.

As always, I found Jan’s knowledge of the plant kingdom mind-boggling, especially when it comes
to native plants. She came prepared with full color handouts detailing sixteen different plants
that are either extremely rare or extirpated from Pinellas County, including eight endemics
found only in Florida. I looked up extirpated by the way. It means “to remove or destroy totally;
do away with; exterminate.”

One of the rare endemics that can still be found in Pinellas
County is the  – Curtiss’ milkweed. This
member of the milkweed family prefers dry habitats: scrub
and sandhill and is the larval food for monarch, queen and
soldier butterflies. The only known location in Pinellas is Boyd
Hill Nature Park in St. Petersburg. The exact location in the
park is not publicized, to prevent harvesting of the few
remaining specimens. In other words, if we told you, we’d
have to kill you.

Also at Boyd Hill is the –
Nuttall’s rayless goldenrod, a member of
the aster family. In Florida, it has been
found only in Pinellas and Washington
Counties. Is also found from Texas to
Georgia.  It prefers dry, sandy soil in open
areas. In other places, it grows on thin soils
on sandstone, siltstone and other acidicrock
(not limestone, which is alkaline). In Pinellas
County, it grows on sand pine scrub. A close
relative, Pineland rayless goldenrod,

, grows in wet and dry
prairies and wet pine flatwoods.

PINELLAS CHAPTER  FNPS

Curtiss’ milkweed (top) and
Nuttall’s rayless goldenrod.
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But the plant that really caught my eye was
var.  – Cardinal Airplant.  Jan’s photo

looked eerily similar to airplants I have purchased on the
sponge docks in Tarpon Springs.  This beautiful epiphytic
bromeliad is found from central Florida south through the
Caribbean and in parts of Central America and South
America. Like other Tillandsias, it has been devastated by
the Mexican “evil weevil” that was first detected in 1989
and continues to threaten our native bromeliads. Although it
is still somewhat common, there is extreme concern about
its extirpation from the state by weevils (and perhaps by
poachers). Cardinal Airplant can be found at Brooker Creek
Preserve and Hammock Park in Dunedin, and likely in other
local parks with swamps. When I came home I quickly
confirmed that my purchased plants, pictured here, were in
fact the threatened Cardinal Airplant.  Rest assured I won’t
be supporting the plant vendors on the sponge
docks again.

Unlike animals, plants do not receive protection
from the Endangered Species Act, so
designation as “federally endangered” does not
confer legal protection. Consequently, the
identification of state or federally listed plants
on private property poses no barrier to the
land’s development. Local, state, and federal
conservation land managers do take special care
to safeguard listed plant species on their
properties and manage for them, but private landowners have no obligation to do so.

If you would like to know more about the Endangered Plants of Pinellas County, download the
handout at http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/pdfs/endangered-plants-of-pinellas-
county.pdf., or corner Jan at our upcoming Blooms and Brew event at Caledonia Brewing, where
you can “

For more information on meetings of the Sierra Club Groups of the Greater Tampa Bay visit
https://www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Groups-of-the-Greater-Tampa-Bay-Florida-Area/.

PINELLAS CHAPTER  FNPS

Cardinal airplants.
Photo below by Rebecca
Wellborn, others from
ISB Atlas of Florida
Plants.

https://www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Groups-of-the-Greater-Tampa-Bay-Florida-Area/
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Ladybug Release (3/1/18)

By Stefan Babjak, " Ladybug Lover" and Nursery Production Manager at Wilcox Nursery

" Children are the future, its something we hear all the time in context of things we should be
teaching them now and doing for them now. This was one of those situations where it could be
seen firsthand. The Chihuly native garden was installed and designed by Bruce Turley and Wilcox
Nursery and Landscape in Largo. The entire inner courtyard is beautifully designed with native
flowers, groundcovers, palms, trees, and shrubs. And inevitably this has led to it being an island
of habitat in an otherwise developed area. Sarah Aldrich from the Morean Arts and Center
contacted Wilcox to do a ladybug release to add to the beneficial insects in the area, and
because we would never spray pesticides, it seemed like a great opportunity to educate and get
kids excited about native plants and wildlife. and boy it was.

We had 4 containers with 500 live ladybugs in each, and after a thorough soaking of the gardens
themselves ( this helps keep the ladybug attached to the plants) we event around a semicircle of
dozens of parents, children from infants to high schoolers and handed them out. Now ladybugs
are living creatures of course and within moments our hands were covered with these unique

creatures. The oohs and ahhs and even terrified screams of
the children was so exciting to hear.

This event was a wonderful chance to combine sustainable clay
art, nature education, native plant education, music, fun, and
education for the parents and grandparents! Can't wait to do
something like this again.

Stefan helping the children at
the ladybug release.   Photos by
Sally McConnell.
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A Rookie Reports on the Field Trip to Torreya State Park (3/30 - 4/1/18)

By: Rebecca Wellborn

As a rookie at identifying Florida native plants, I am the last person who should write about a
Florida native plant fieldtrip. But I had such a wonderful time; I thought I would give it a shot.
The forests at Torreya State Park are some of the most beautiful I have ever experienced.
Especially the section of trail that winds west from the campground, and north to the
Appalachicola River. I headed out alone on Sunday morning to birdwatch, and walked gingerly for
3 hours under towering pines and hardwoods, along ridges that overlooked wetlands full of
ferns, wildflowers and blooming shrubs.  I use the word gingerly, because the trail wound it’s
way up and down hills, (yes hills in Florida) with steps created among the tree roots.  But the
vistas at the top were truly breathtaking, and I was able to see the extremely rare species of
Torreya tree that only grows on the bluffs along the Apalachicola River. My photos of this
forest did not do it justice. As for the birds, they were to be heard but not seen by me.
Birdwatching is for masochists. At least native plants don’t dart away the minute you get them
in your sites.

That trail was much different from the “Torreya Challenge Trail” we hiked on Saturday, under
the leadership of ecologist and author Craig Huegel. The “Challenge Trail” was much drier and
the slopes much gentler, but the pace again was slow, as Craig stopped every few feet to
identify a native wildflower, tree or rare shrub.  Some of the highlights of that hike for me
were the Baptisia Alba (Wild White Indigo) growing along the side of the road leading to the
trail, the many different violets along the trail, the stunning orange Flame Azalea we nearly

missed (Rhododendron austrinum) and the stands of Red
Anise (Illicium floridanum). Not to mention the butterflies.
Too many to count and remember. The challenge of this trail
was the length. I turned back half way and am told I missed
an entire forest of flowering Mountain Laurel towards the
end.

While the flora and fauna were the reason I took the trip,
the warmest memories are of the people I met and the
friends I made. I carpooled with Jan Allyn. We shared our
life stories along the way, stopping mid-sentence to shout out
a wildflower or blooming shrub along the roadside. Nascar
botanizing I think she called it.  Once we reached the park we
helped each other unload and make camp, me in the yurt and
she in her tent.
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The other campers arrived shortly thereafter and within an hour
we were gathering around a campfire, setting out cheese and
snacks to enjoy with our beverages. As the evening progressed,
we pooled resources and shared a delicious dinner under the
stars. The second night was much the same, with fire roasted
Easter “Peeps” for dessert (thanks Julia Herbst), a full moon hike
after dinner to view the Appalachicola River, and an amazing
Fringe Tree glowing in the moonlight like an alien.

I can’t remember a time when I was more relaxed and enjoying
the people around me as much. I shared the yurt with Lisa Boing,
which came equipped with beds, tables, chairs and even a heater!
This was definitely not roughing it, although I look forward to
tent camping at Juniper Springs in October. I hope you will join
us.

You can view photos from the trip in a online photo album at
https://photos.app.goo.gl/S6AEv4MkuMpt8vpw2. Have questions
about the plants in the photos? Ask Craig or Jan – don’t ask me.
I’m the rookie.

Woodland phlox
, Torreya State

Park.   Photo by Susan
Taylor.

Left, starry rosinweed .  Right, sneezeweed
.  Photos  and note by Susan Taylor.

Stefan’s Garden

Stefan Babjak has planted a plot of edibles
and natives at the community gardens in
The Narrows Park in Largo.  Why not check
it out, take your kids to feed the turtles
and see the bald eagle and hawks that are
being cared for?  There's also an
interesting visitors center.
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Wiregrass & Long Leaf Pine at Wekiva Springs
State Park.  Photos above by Susan Taylor.

2018 Florida Wildflower Foundation Annual Meeting (4/26-28/18)

The Annual Meeting of the Florida Wildflower Foundation was held in Orlando,  It was
attended by several members of the Pinellas Chapter and as always was an informative and fun
three days. I would encourage all of you to think about attending next spring. The site and
dates have not yet been determined. These photos show some of the highlights including a
field trip on Friday to some beautiful sandhills at Wekiva Springs State Park, led by Nancy
Bissett.

Group photo and, from left, silver croton
,  roserush

, roseling
.  Photos by Craig Huegel.
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Field Trip — "Touring a Restoration Success at Clam Bayou Nature Preserve"
(5/5/18) By Stefan Babjak

On May 5th, before Cinco De Mayo festivities :),  FNPS
Pinellas was lucky enough to have a personal tour of Clam
Bayou Nature Preserve in St. Petersburg by the man who
knows the project most intimately. Brandt Henningsen,
chief environmental scientist with Swiftmud's Surface
Water Improvement and Management program, or SWIM.
Swiftmud is the colloquial name for the Southwest Water
Management District of Florida.

Starting in the 80's the area of Clam Bayou that empties
into Boca Ciega Bay had been used as a local trash dump for
years. With a massive volunteer effort, that some of  our chapter members were personally
involved with, 40 tons or 80000 pounds of trash and debris were removed from the mangrove
forests, marshes, and upland vegetation sites.  To further prevent the accumaltion of trash
from development and golf courses in Gulfport and St. Petersburg, a series of levees and sump
ponds were installed to capture garbage and allow debris free water to once again flow through
these areas, restoring the natural hydrology.

Brandt gave us an exciting and informative talk and walk through what is now a beautiful multi
use trail filled with birds, a myriad of fish, land mammals, manatees, dolphins,and of course

native vegetation including Black Rush Grass, Green
Buttonwoods, Red Black and White Mangroves, and
other tidal salt flat vegetation.  To see an area that
was once so disturbed, filled with invasive plants.
crisscrossed with mosquito ditches, and choked with
garbage, turned into a once again productive mosaic
of ecosystems was truly impressive. Thank you so
much to Brandt to take his time to do this for us and
we could really see his devotion and pride in what he

does.

If you get a chance, go walk
the trails or launch a kayak
at Clam Bayou Nature Park in
Gulfport off 29th Ave South
in the Marina Gulfport,
33707 or Clam Bayou Nature
Preserve at 34th Ave S and
40th St. S St. Petersburg.

Group photo right by Jan Allyn.
Other photos by Stefan Babjak.
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Thoughts on the 2018 FNPS Conference (5/17-20/18)
By: Craig Huegel

I have been attending the FNPS State Conference every year since my first one in Lakeland
circa 1989.  Each year, I look forward to them, regardless of the programs and field trips be-
cause they give me a chance to catch up with old friends and an opportunity to see where the
organization is headed.  This year was no exception as I waited in anticipation for May 17 to arrive.

In actuality, my week started a few days earlier than that as I was invited to help the West
Palm Beach Chapter with their annual plant auction fundraiser.  This event is held at Mounts Bo-
tanical Garden and is always a really fun time. Lots of spectacular native plants were auctioned
off to the nearly 60 people in attendance and they raised a lot of funds that will support their
annual conservation efforts. President Susan Lerner hosted me in her home that evening and
gave me a tour of her incredible landscape the following morning.

As the Conference began the next day, I took the free day in between to stop at Butterfly
World in Broward County on my way to Miami. I last visited this wonderful attraction the year it
opened when I produced a butterfly gardening video using this facility as my opening and closing
shots. The director reminded me that that was 30 years ago – making me feel older than I
wished. If you get the chance to be in the area, I would encourage you to stop in and spend
some time there. You will be astounded by the beautiful collection of tropical and native butter-
flies housed there in free-flight cages.

The field trips always begin a day before the paper sessions and I was fortunate to get a spot
on the Thursday field trip led by Roger Hammer to the pine rocklands of Everglades National

Park. This is something I had wanted to do for decades and
none of us were disappointed. Rocklands are a globally imper-
iled ecosystem and provide habitat for many species found
nowhere else in the world. Seeing it with a seasoned natural-
ist like Roger was the only way I could have identified many
of the rarest species we encountered.  We were even lucky
enough to catch the tail end of the tuberous grasspink or-
chids (see p. 15) in bloom.

I was treated after the hike to join Roger and his beautiful
wife, Michelle, at their home in nearby Homestead. Roger
has landscaped his nearly two-acre yard with a  dizzying col-
lection of native and non-native bird and butterfly plants and
it could have been a field trip all by itself.  Sampling a few
of his favorite rums was also an experience all to itself…..

Roger Hammer in Everglades
National Park
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The paper sessions are always packed with interesting talks by knowledgeable people. Papers are
presented each year on Friday and Saturday.  I thought the keynote talks were especially good
this year. The conference venue was the Miccosukee Gaming facility west of Miami proper. Our
rooms were excellent and our meals and socials were held on site which made everything conve-
nient.

My Sunday field trip was to Fakahatchee Strand State Preserve in Copeland.  Led by Park Natu-
ralist, Mike Owen, we managed to dodge the major rain drops and walked for nearly 3 hours in
the swamp. Along the way, we encountered four orchid species in bloom, including two I had not
seen before in flower – vanilla orchid ( ) and Ionopsis ( ).
These, plus a host of other rare orchids and bromeliads, made the day especially memorable.

Next year’s conference will be held at the Plantation Inn in
Crystal River, Citrus County, so it will be close enough for
many of you to attend. I urge all of you that wish to learn
more about native plants to join me. There are some phenome-
nal field trips in the area and I’m confident that the talks will
be both interesting and infor-
mative. I’ve stayed at this fa-
cility several times and it is a
good one.

Left to right:

Vanilla orchid ( ) — state endangered

Pineland clustervine ( ) — endemic, state
threatened

Man-in-the-ground ( ) — state endangered

Gusmania (Guzmania monostachia  — state endangered Photos by Craig Huegel.
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The other orchid strategy is to root itself directly in the ground.
Terrestrial orchids are much like other plants common to our
landscapes. Most have a bulb-like growing point which make nu-
merous fleshy roots that grow in all directions in the upper reach-
es of the soil column. Terrestrial orchids are most often found in
moist acidic soils and in areas with relatively high light. One of
the most widespread genera of terrestrial orchids are the
grasspinks (  spp. ). All four species have been document-
ed in Pinellas County and at least two in Brooker Creek Preserve.

Grasspink orchids share many of the same characteristics. As
their name implies, their petals and sepals are in shades of pink.
Even the pale grass pink ( ) is most often a rich
pink in color. They have few leaves; what they do have are narrow
and grasslike, and found near the base of the plant. They are
most common in moist to wet open prairies and pine flatwoods and
they respond quickly to fire. Many only emerge after fire and
produce flowers within just a week or two of the burn. Grasspinks
are pollinated by small bees who visit the flowers after being
lured to them by a false promise of nectar. As the bees land on
the lip, it flips them into the pollen-containing part of the flower
above them and a pollinia is attached to their backs. When they
repeat this at another flower, the pollinia gets placed in the prop-
er location of this new flower and pollination is complete. Flower-
ing generally occurs in the spring, though fire can stimulate
flower production at other times. The following are brief descrip-
tions of the four species of grasspinks found in Florida – all of
them nearly statewide in the right habitats:
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Pale grasspink illustrations
by Cathy Vogelsong.

Below, bearded grasspink.

Grasspink Orchids By: Craig Huegel

Florida is home to more than 130 species of native orchids. Some of
these are epiphytic; meaning that they attach themselves by their
roots to trees and shrubs. A good example is the Tampa butterfly
orchid ( ). Epiphytic orchids get all the nutrition
they need from the rain water that runs down the branches and
trunks of their host plants – water that contains dissolved nutrients
as it makes its way to the orchid. Epiphytes are not parasites.
They derive no nutrition from their host; just a solid place to
attach themselves where they will get sufficient sunlight.
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Bearded grasspink ( )
This species was the first grasspink documented in Brooker Creek
Preserve during the intensive plant inventory performed by the
University of South Florida in 1992/93.  Only about a dozen indi-
viduals were found – all in one location, in the central region of
the Preserve. It is anyone’s guess if this small population is still
present. This is often the first grasspink to bloom in an area, giv-
en everything else constant, and it is often the shortest of the
four. Most specimens I have observed are 6-10 inches tall.  The
sepals and petals are spreading and, as the name implies, the stiff
golden “hairs” (trichomes) on the lip are longer than the others.

Manyflowered grasspink ( )
This species is perhaps the most fire dependent species of the
four. I have observed it several times over the years, but only im-
mediately after a fire. Areas where none had been previously visi-
ble pre-fire can contain hundreds within a week after. Flowering
occurs quickly and those not pollinated will disappear again within
a week or two of their last flower fading. As the name implies,
manyflowered grass-pink is atypical in the genus for producing
multiple flowers at one time. Unlike bearded grasspink and tuber-
ous grasspink ( ), the sepals are reflexed –
meaning that they curve upwards instead of straight outward.

Pale grasspink ( )
A typical pale grasspink orchid is a rich pink in color, though it is
not unusual to find specimens that are nearly white. Like multi-
flowered grasspink, the sepals are reflexed, but it is rare that
more than one flower will be open at any one time. This and multi-
flowered grasspink have not been documented at Brook-
er Creek Preserve, though it is very likely to be present
– waiting for a fire.

Tuberous grasspink ( )
Tuberous grasspink has been documented only once at
Brooker Creek Preserve, by me around 1998 along the
main powerline. It has not been seen again. This single
individual may have had relatives in the region, but it
would take fire and a concerted survey effort to docu-
ment it effectively. This is the largest of the four spe-
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Above, manyflowered
grasspink.

Below, pale grasspink
(typical form and pale
form).
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This new book from FNPS members Ginny
Stibolt and Marjorie Shropshire is great for
anyone who needs advice on making the
transition from a "traditional" (i.e. fertilized,
watered, pesticided, lawn-dominated)
landscape to a healthy, native one. You can
find it at your local bookstore, on the
University of Florida Press website, or at
your online bookseller.

AND... the generous authors are donating
20% of their royalties to FNPS!

PINELLAS CHAPTER  FNPS

cies and may stand 12-18 inches tall. The flowers are a bit larger
too. Like bearded grass-pink, the sepals extend straight outward.
The photos that accompany this article were recently taken in Ev-
erglades National Park in a seasonally wet meadow and represent
the southern variety,  var. ). Our variety, (

 var. ) is the one that occurs throughout Flori-
da except the extreme southern 1-2 tiers of counties.

Grasspinks might be confused with meadow beauties (  spp.)
or meadow pinks ( spp.) by novice wildflower observers, but
they are quite distinct. If you are out in the spring in sunny moist
areas of natural areas, look for them.

Tuberous grasspink  ( ),
photographed in Everglades 5/18.  Photos by Craig Huegel.



16

PINELLAS CHAPTER  FNPS

Thank you to our Business Sponsors.  They support us.  Please
support them.
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The mission of the Florida Native Plant
Society (FNPS) is to promote the
preservation, conservation, and
restoration of the native plants and
native plant communities of Florida.
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