The

6th Annual
Landscape
Tour a Success

by Jan Allyn

A big Thank You to everyone who
participated in our Native Plant Landscape
Tour on October 6-7. We had about 150

people attend and received very positive
feedback from participants.

There was a good diversity of landscape
styles among the 15 sites, most of them well-
established. Tour-goers got an opportunity to
become acquainted with plant species that
were new to them, and to see full-grown
specimens that allowed them to visualize
how they might be used in a landscape. The
tour introduces people to our Chapter and we

usually get some new members from the
event. Despite the fact that the turnout was

smaller than we had hoped, we even made a ::_

small profit on the event, but its greatest
value is as a tool for outreach. Next year’s
tour will likely be one day and be located in
mid-Pinellas—Seminole/Largo/Clearwater.
If you’d like your landscape to be
considered, please contact Monica Pinnell:
corsab5S@msn.com.

Rita Knorr participated in the 6th Annual

Native Plant Landscape Tour in Pinellas
County. Photo courtesy of Nanette O’Hara
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What is the Florida
Native Plant
Society all about?
Plants and their
environments,
certainly, but even
more important are
the attitudes and
actions of people. If it weren t for
development pressure—with cities,
farms, roadways, encroaching exotic
species, and the impacts that
development has on our natural
environments—there would be no need
for the Society. And, if it were not for
people—you, our members— we could
not accomplish the work to protect our
native plants and native plant
communities.

Your dues and other monetary
contributions keep us solvent. Your
labor helps us to accomplish
worthwhile projects. Your generosity in
sharing your acquired knowledge
expands awareness of our mission in
the community. Your advocacy makes
our elected officials aware of the
positive and negative impacts of their
policies. Your enthusiasm for the beauty
and intrinsic value of our native plants
is infectious, inspiring your friends and
neighbors. We need each of you and
your unique contributions!

Some people join FNPS because they
are attracted by the notion of creating a
native landscape in their own yards.
They come to learn what they need to
know to accomplish that task. Others
fully embrace our mission and actively
work with FNPS to advocate and show
by example how to preserve and restore
native plant communities.

There is a misperception that FNPS is a
niche garden club. But our goal is much
larger, to promote an appreciation of
the importance of native plants and
plant communities as the basis of all of
Florida's ecosystems. We go on field
trips to illustrate this point, and invite
speakers on environmental topics
related to plants and plant

It all comes back to people. The reason
we exist is to provide opportunities to
learn about and share an appreciation
of the plant communities adapted to the
special conditions around our state—all
in the hope that we can make our state
a greener, healthier, more beautiful
place to live.

On Dec. 5th we will gather for our
annual Holiday Conservation
Celebration at Pinellas County
Extension. I hope that all of you will
come and enjoy the fellowship of other
people who share our mission, and
celebrate the joy and beauty that nature
brings us all year long!

Jan Allyn

Upcoming Programs

Most member meetings are held the
first Wednesday of the month at
Pinellas County Extension, 12520
Ulmerton Road, Largo, Florida. These
events are organized by the Pinellas
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society -- free and open to the public.

5 December 2012 at 7 pm

Wednesday, December 5
"\ is our annual Holiday
Conservation
Celebration! Come and
visit exhibits by
environmental groups,
bid on giftable, nature-themed silent
auction items, and hear our special
guest Kevin Love, vice-chair of the
FNPS Land Management Partners
committee and a former land manager
for the Southwest Florida Water
Management District (SWFWMD),
who will speak about “Today’s
Preserves, Tomorrow”. Mr. Love is
extremely knowledgeable about
conservation land management and is
passionate about the protection of our
natural resources. Public invited!
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments
will be served and you are invited to

2 Programs in January 2013!

Please note: the first January program
will take place on the 2nd Wednesday!
The joint program with Audubon takes
place on a Thursday evening.

9 January at 7 pm

Suncoast Chapter (and former FNPS)
president Shirley Denton will speak on
“What Is a Plant Community?”
Shirley’s a talented photographer in
addition to being an accomplished plant
ecologist. She’ll explain the concept of
a plant community and provide some
examples. January 9, 7 p.m., Pinellas
County Extension. To see some of
Shirley’s photos, visit http://
www.shirleydenton.com/

17 January -- Joint Program

with Audubon at 7 pm

Photographer Carlton Ward Jr. will
bring his program about this year’s
Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition to
Pinellas County Extension on Thursday,
January 17" at 7 p.m. The program is
being hosted jointly by our Chapter,
Clearwater Audubon, and St. Petersburg
Audubon. See page 6 for details.

Field Trips
o 19 January 2013
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Visit Flatford Swamp in
t&' Manatee County on

Saturday, January 19. The
habitat within this SWFWMD property
is mostly bottomland swamp and
freshwater marsh. There are rangelands,
hardwood forests and pine flatwoods
scattered along the periphery of the
property, accessible by designated
trails. Car pool meets at 7 a.m. at the
Publix parking lot, 54 Avenue South
and US Highway 19 South.
For information on Flatford Swamp,

visit http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/

communities. bring a holiday treat to share! .
recreation/areas/myakka-flatford.html
2 December 2012 - January 2013
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Clam Bayou
Project and

The SWIM Restoration and Stormwater Project
was completed in 2012

The cities of Gulfport and St. Petersburg as well as Southwest Florida Water
Management District staff dedicated the Clam Bayou Project and Skyway Trail on
Saturday, October 27 at the Clam Bayou Nature Preserve. Pinellas County Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society was listed as a partner in the dedication event program.

Clam Bayou is a 170-acre preserve in Pinellas County. It is surrounded by the cities of
Gulfport and St. Petersburg as well as Boca Ciega Bay. Until the 1920s, Clam Bayou was
relatively unaltered by human activities. Since then, urban development and dredge and
fill activities have drastically altered the natural habitats and the hydrology of the bayou. Commemorative tree planting and the
Other issues resulted from urban areas around the bayou being developed prior to
stormwater regulations.

Skyway Trail extension ribbon-cutting

events were attended by David Rathke
Beginning in 1995, the District and its partners have acquired land and undertaken (SWFWMD Chief of Staff), Trudy
several construction projects to restore native habitats and treat stormwater. With .

completion of the Clam Bayou projects, the amount of trash, sediments and pollutants Archer (Clam Bayou resident), Todd
entering the estuary has been reduced. In addition, nonnative plants have been removed Pressman (SWFWMD Governing Board
and coastal habitats have been restored. Member), Don Skelton (FDOT District

The dedication event marked the final step in a multi-agency effort to restore 64 acres of Seven Secretary), Mike Yakes

estuarine and coastal habitats and create 20 acres of ponds to treat stormwater runoff (Gulfport Mayor) and Bill Foster (St.
from the 2,600-acre surrounding area. Additionally, the event celebrated completion of
the city of St. Petersburg’s new 1.6-mile Skyway Trail extension, which runs through

Clam Bayou. —

Petersburg Mayor).

Approximately 100 people attended the event with St. Petersburg Mayor Bill Foster,
Gulfport Mayor Mike Yakes, District Governing Board Member Todd Pressman, Florida
Department of Transportation District Seven Secretary Donald Skelton and Clam Bayou
resident Trudy Archer speaking to honor the occasion. In addition, a commemorative tree
planting, trail ribbon cutting, bicycle ride and site tours by tram were conducted.

Funding for the project was provided by the District and the cities of St. Petersburg and
Gulfport. Additional funding was provided by the U.S.Environmental Protection Agency,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the
Florida Department of Transportation. In addition, more than 500 volunteers have
participated in plantings, clean-ups and other environmental projects around the bayou.
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Photos of Potts Preserve courtesy of Candace Arnold

SWFWMD Committee Rejects
Surplus Consideration for Two
Special Places

Pinellas Chapter conservation committee members Candy
Arnold and Katy Roberts have reviewed SWFWMD Surplus
Lands documentation, attended meetings, and performed site
evaluations of several of the properties under consideration.
The following is an excerpt from the Audubon of Florida news
blog by permission from Charles Lee:

After extensive discussion, the Surplus Lands Committee of
the Southwest Florida Water Management District
(SWFWMD) Governing Board sidestepped preliminary staff
recommendations to declare lands surplus at the Potts Preserve
tract in Citrus County and Annutteliga Hammock tracts in
Hernando County. Lands at both sites (64 acres at Potts
Preserve and over 1000 acres at Annutteliga Hammock)
represented some of the largest land surplus decisions yet
proposed by the district staff.

Audubon Florida Director of Advocacy Charles Lee raised
issues and stated concern about both proposals, suggesting that
even in light of the information provided by staff, each was
premature and that other courses of action should be
considered prior to declaring the properties surplus and
subjecting them to possible sale.

In the case of Potts Preserve, district staff indicated that the
land to be declared surplus and sold was difficult to manage
because of trespassing and intrusion by off road vehicle users
who had turned part of a marsh into a “mud bog” for ORV
recreation. This incompatible use occurred during the dry
decade of years which seemed to come to a close with heavy
rains in the Summer of 2012. The land today is a marshy lake
with heavy wading bird activity; the ORV abuse has been
curtailed by normal water levels.

District staff complained about management costs and lack of
cooperation from the Citrus County Sheriff’s office in
deterring trespassers. The staff concept was to declare the site
surplus and put it in the hands of a private owner who could
fight with the trespassers. Under this scenario, it is possible the
district might have retained a conservation easement over part
of the property. Audubon urged that a higher level effort be
engaged in to gain cooperation from the Sheriff’s Department
before any surplus designation was even considered. Several
board members chimed in supporting that proposition,
including paying off-duty deputies to assist SWFWMD
personnel if necessary. A motion by SWFWMD board member
Jennifer Closshey directed staff to pursue these other options,
and was passed unanimously.

Annutteliga Hammock presented a much more complex issue.
This large acquisition area, a former “mega-parcel” under the
Preservation 2000 and Florida Forever programs consists of
several larger parcels of land up to about 300 acres in size, and
thousands of subdivision lots, of which only a modest
percentage have been purchased by the district. The land was
originally proposed for purchase to complete a wildlife
corridor important to the Black Bear, to protect a high water
recharge area, and a variety of protected species including
animals and plants which require scrub and sandhill habitat.
The “checkerboard” of small lots is regarded as unmanageable,
and the prospect of “filling in the blanks” with new purchases
seems bleak under the current situation where there is no
actively funded state land purchase program. Staff proposed to
sell one large parcel, several hundred small lots, and to trade
the bulk of the small lots in effort to exchange lands or buy
lands to fill in a much smaller wildlife corridor near the center
of the Annutteliga Hammock tract....

The board members, through their own analysis, and without
any public comment, also rejected in part and approved in part
a surplus proposal for small parcels at the Pansaoffkee Outlet
Tract, and approved without controversy declaring surplus
small parcels isolated from larger conservation land tracts at
the Flying Eagle Preserve and Green Swamp East tracts.

December 2012 - January 2013



Happy Holidays!

November Meeting

The November 2012 Annual membership and election
meeting was held on November 7. There was plenty of food
with turkey and trimmings, potluck goodies, native plant
centerpieces, and music.

Members in
attendance were
entertained by
Florida musician,
Grant Livingston. Mr.
Livingston performed
songs about Florida
with an upbeat
attitude.

Native Plant Silent Auction

Each monthly meeting includes a silent plant auction! Take
home a tried and true native Florida plant for your garden.

Members bring carefully potted
seedlings to each meeting. Anyone
attending the meeting can make a
silent bid. The winning bid takes the
plant home. It is always a good deal
L ' for you, and the proceeds go to the
Yo FNPS Pinellas Chapter educational

: hq efforts and other projects.

2013 Slate of Officers Elected

The Pinellas Chapter's 2013 Officers and Board of Directors
were elected at the November meeting in accordance with the
Bylaws of the Chapter.

Officers

President - Jan Allyn
Vice President - Candace Arnold
Treasurer - Cindy Smith
Secretary - Monica Pinnell
Chapter Representative -
Debbie Chayet

Board of Directors
Mary Ann Beekman
Andy Karpinski
Katy Roberts

John Pinnell

Fall Native Plant Sale

The Fall Native Plant Sale was held on November 10 at
Wilcox Nursery in Largo, FL. Watch for the Spring Native
Plant Sale announcement coming soon.

Welcome New Members

Lana and Robert Boyce
Bernadette Moriarty
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On January 17, 2012, four concerned Floridians kicked off a 1000-
mile expedition over a 100-day period to increase public awareness
and generate support for the Florida Wildlife Corridor project. Bear
biologist Joe Guthrie, conservationist Mallory Lykes Dimmitt,
filmmaker Elam Stoltzfus and photographer Carlton Ward Jr trekked
from the Everglades National Park toward Okefenokee National
Wildlife Refuge in southern Georgia. They traversed the wildlife
habitats, watersheds and participating working farms and ranches,
which comprise the Florida Wildlife Corridor opportunity area.

Celebrate the 1st Anniversary of the Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition

The Clearwater Audubon Society, St. Petersburg Audubon Society,
and Pinellas Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society are pleased to
commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Florida Wildlife
Corridor Expedition with a lecture and presentation by Carlton Ward
Jr., featuring images created during the project. The public is invited to
attend the event, which will be Thursday, January 17th, 2013, 7 p.m.
in the Magnolia Room at Pinellas County Extension, 12520
Ulmerton Road, Largo.

The Florida Wildlife Corridor aims to protect and restore connected
landscapes throughout the Florida Peninsula to create a viable corridor
from the Everglades to Georgia. The corridor addresses the
fragmentation of natural landscapes and watersheds from the
Everglades ecosystem north. Contributing to the fragmentation
problem is the disconnect between the perceptions of Floridians and
the real need to keep natural systems connected. The goal of the
Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition is to mend the perception gap
through an education and awareness campaign demonstrating the
connection between landscapes and watersheds. By showing
Floridians the panthers, bears, native cultures, ranchlands and rivers
and how they are all connected, the Expedition members aim to garner
public support to help make the Florida Wildlife Corridor a reality.

Carlton Ward Jr is a conservation photographer from Tampa. His
passion for nature was born from the Florida landscape, where eight
generations of family history have grounded his perspective. He sees
natural environments and
cultural legacies as the earth’s
greatest yet most threatened
resources. He is a founding
fellow of the International
League of Conservation
Photographers (ILCP) and
founded the Legacy Institute for
Nature & Culture (LINC), a non-
profit organization with the
purpose of celebrating and
protecting Florida’s natural and
cultural heritage through art.
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Community and volunteer support

"I don't know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones among you
who will be really happy are those who have sought and found how to serve."”

-Albert Schweitzer

Committee Chairs and Coordinators

Advocacy/Conservation: Candace Arnold

Artist: Cathy Vogelsong

December Conservation Celebration: Cindy Peacock
Events/Displays: Andy Karpinski

Hospitality: Andy Karpinski

Membership: Ellen Clayton

Newsletter: Ellen Raabe

Programs/ Field Trips: Alexa Wilcox-Huegel
Publicity/Social Media: Shreeram Krishnaswami
Refreshment Coordinator: Mary Ann Beekman
Sales/Merchandise: Jane Williams & Jan Allyn
Scholarships: Cindy Peacock

Social Media: Shreeram Krishnaswami
Volunteer Coordinator: Mary Ann Beekman
Web Master: Monica Pinnell

Interim Committees:

Budget Committee: Cindy Smith

Plants Sales: Tiffany Custer and Bruce Turley
Landscape Tour: Monica Pinnell and Jan Allyn

Chapter Directory

Jan Allyn, President jallyn@tampabay.rr.com 727-244-0312
Candace Arnold, Vice President

candacearnold@tampabay.rr.com

Alexa Wilcox-Huegel, Secretary_alexa776@tampabay.rr.com

Volunteer Support

Thank you to the volunteers at the
Fall Plant Sale, the 6th Annual
Landscape Tour, the November

| Annual Membership meeting, and
© all the behind-the-scenes work for
2% the Pinellas Chapter of FNPS.

Wz%w/l/mexy

12507 Indion Rocks Read  (727) 595-2073

Lorgo, Flerida 33774 wnursery@tampabay.rr.com
FAX, (727) 67 4-073) www. wilcoxnursery.com

Bruce Turley
Tiffany Custer

727-422-4792

Cindy Smith, Treasurer_csmith55@tampabay.rr.com
Debbie Chayet, Chapter Representative
dchayet@verizon.net

Mary Ann Beekman, Board Member
mbeekman@tampabay.rr.com

Tiffany Custer, Board Member salteegri@yahoo.com
727-244-1909

Andrew Karpinski, Board Member ak@stonemarmot.com

Shreeram Krishnaswami, Board Member
kshreeram@tampabay.rr.com

John Pinnell, Board Member_corsa65@msn.com
Monica Pinnell, Board Member_corsa65@msn.com

Katy Roberts, Board Member kroberts@ij.net
727-726-1455

Detail Divas

Landscape Gardeners

.

The MISSING LINK of Landscape Maintenance

Kathy Schaedel Darcey Phillips
727-455-6910 727-510-7067

- Serving Pinellas County & Surrounding Areas -

MICHAEL MANLOWE
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Florida Native Plant Society

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) is to promote the
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant
communities of Florida.

Join us at monthly meetings for inspirational speakers, on field trips to see natural habitats, at plant sales,
or visit local plant nurseries specializing in native plants. Visit us online.

Pinellas Chapter web address: http://pinellas.fnpschapters.or

FNPS Blog: http://fnpsblog.blogspot.org/
g‘i Join/Like us on Facebook
Pinellas Chapter FNPS
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Florida Native
Plant Society

Pinellas Chapter Florida Native Plant Society
P.O. Box 1661

Pinellas Park, FL

33780-1661



http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org
http://fnpsblog.blogspot.org
http://fnpsblog.blogspot.org

