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President’s Message June/July 2010
By: Alexa Wilcox-Huegel

Dear Friends, We just returned from this year’s State FNPS
conference in Tallahassee where we were inspired and
energized to continue our commitment to “Conserve,
Preserve, and Restore” this unique and beautiful state. What
a beautiful place the Florida panhandle is and it was refreshing
to see how much of its naturalness is still left.  On Thursday,
our evening social was held in the Capitol Building, and as
we stood on the 22nd floor with a 360º view of the town,  it
was amazing how much REAL green was in view…derived
from the vast number of old trees that been left or planted
decades before.

The highlights of any conference for me are the field trips -
the opportunity to get out in the woods with brilliant and
knowledgeable botanists and teachers.  Our Thursday trip
was to a rare type of Florida ecosystem, known as a “glade”;
an area of unique limestone outcrops with many rare species.
It was interesting to see which plants inhabit this type of
calcium-rich environment; red cedar, winged elm, certain
hawthorns, redbud, and a variety of beautiful wildflowers.
It was fun to spend the day in the company of our gracious
and very knowledgeable guide, Wilson Baker, and meet new
people who also cherish learning new plants.  I won’t bore
you with a detailed list of plant names. Words can never
truly describe the beauty and diversity in these little glades.
Hopefully, some of you will be able to take time to get up to
that area sometime.   Our ‘dessert’ after lunch was a hike
around Angus Gholson Memorial Park in the charming town
of Chattahoochee, under huge oaks and other hammock
shade trees.  Although we had visited this place during our
spring camping trip in March, we saw a great many new
things that had been hidden earlier.
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Carolina larkspur
(Delphinium carolinianum)
& Meadowrue (Thalictrum
revolutum) with grasshopper
-- two "glades" species from
Gadsden County



Our Sunday field trip was to my favorite ecosystem - a
forest of longleaf pine with two of the best guides you’d
ever want; Dr. Gil Nelson & Jim Cox.   The preserve we
visited, the privately owned Wade Tract, is one of the last
virgin pine forests in the Southeast, with some of the trees
being estimated at as much as 300 years old.  To me, it
was like being in the presence of royalty, or seeing God’s
handiwork from centuries past. An old hymn kept going
through my head:

 “This is my Father’s world,
   And to my listening ears.
   All nature sings and round me rings,
   The music of the spheres.”

Since old-growth pine forests are home to red-cockaded
woodpeckers, and these lands are wonderfully managed
with nearly annual prescribed burns to keep them as natural
as possible, we saw many of the elusive little creatures. I
lost count after 8, but I saw more in one day than I’ve
seen my whole life.  I can say we actually saw more
woodpeckers than we saw cardinals!

In between the field trip days, we enjoyed educational
seminars on a variety of topics. It is always so hard to
choose which ones to attend.  There was an award
ceremony for those individuals & chapters who go ‘above
& beyond’ and one to present the Landscape Awards.
There also was time to check out the vendors and, of
course, chat with friends.  On most evenings, we had some
type of social event or folks could just gather when they
liked at a favorite restaurant in town.

The Friday night social, hosted by Tall Timbers Research
Station, was another chance to enjoy the area’s natural
beauty.  The center is on a high hill (they have those in
north Florida) overlooking more hills of pines. It also
features a number of immense trees including one of the
biggest southern magnolias I’ve ever seen, along with some
beautiful dogwoods, redbuds, sparkleberries, and…well
you get the idea.  After a delicious “southern” meal which
included chicken or fried fish, cheese grits, hush puppies,
and fresh salad (and of course ‘sweet’ and unsweet tea),

(President’s Message, cont.) we danced to the music of the “Weeds”; a group of multi-
talented musicians who all have ‘day-jobs’ working for
various environmental agencies.

Our Saturday keynote speaker, Dr. Betty Smocovitis,
talked to us about “plant blindness”, an inability to see
plants or appreciate their importance in our lives.  Though
we are inherently aware of the importance of wildlife and
are easily drawn into an affection to them, most people
(FNPS members the exception, of course) do not really
see the “trees within the forest”.  This is not good as the
plant/animal connection is, and always will be, vitally
important.  If we do not get the message out, there will be
no ‘guardians’ of our planet’s balance for the future.   This
is a topic of major interest to a group like ours and
something to consider as we plan for next year’s programs.
We were also heart-warmed and entertained by NPR’s
Bailey White’s poignant (and often funny) essays about a
four-generation garden she had inherited.  Her essays were
enhanced by Gil Nelson’s additions and explanations about
observances with his friend and neighbor.

The plenary speaker, Darrel Morrison, nationally renown
Landscape Architect, mentor, and a long-time advocate
of using natives in his landscape designs, spoke to us about
‘ecological’ art, and how we can use ‘nature-inspired’
landscapes to provide us with a true ‘sense of place’ to
whatever area we live in, as well as incorporate interesting
elements of mystery, complexity, and coherence to give
us the aesthetic effects we desire in our home or
commercial landscapes.

Even though this was supposed to be a President's
message, I keep reflecting on the past few days at the
conference.  I think my real message is how inspiring and
uplifting it is to interact with friends, new and old, and
other environmentally aware people.  To me, going to
State conferences is one of the best reasons to be an
FNPS member.  It is the perfect mix of learning, inspiration,
and just plain fun.  I always come away from these times
feeling uplifted and optimistic that there are so many
environmentally brilliant and dedicated people in our state.

        Alexa
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Chapter Calendar

June Program:   Wednesday, June 2, 7:00 p.m. Pinellas
County Extension, 12520 Ulmerton Rd., Largo
Program Topic:  Pine Flatwoods Flora and the Dragon-
flies & Butterflies It Supports
Speaker:  Don Stillwaugh, MS
Description:  Join us as long-time member and ecolo-
gist, Don Stillwaugh, shares his presentation of some of
the more observable animals and plants that can be en-
countered in habitats typical of central Florida, with an
emphasis on those found in pine flatwoods.  Plants pro-
vide not only food for countless animals, but structural
habitat as well. Most animals require places to perch or
bask or to hide from predators.  This applies to verte-
brates and invertebrates alike.

Nature Preserves such as Brooker Creek encompass a
mosaic of upland and wetland ecosystems providing habi-
tat for many species including Odonata, (the order of in-
sects encompassing dragonflies,  damselflies and may-
flies).   Dragonflies and their smaller relatives, the dam-
selflies, utilize various wetlands for reproduction and lar-
val habitat.  Adults may continue their ties to water or
they may disperse to drier habitats depending on species.

Central Florida has a wealth of butterfly species as well.
Some species are habitat-specific and others can be found
in a variety of habitats.  Their size, coloration, markings,

flight behavior, host-plant
associations and nectar
source affinities vary
greatly. Brooker Creek
Preserve serves as a re-
gional stronghold for
species such as the
Palamedes Swallowtail,
Variegated Fritillary and
Southern Oak Hair-
streak.

Judith Buhrman Memorial Event
By Craig Huegel

Judith Buhrman passed away July 2, 2009 after battling
lung cancer for several years.  If you are relatively new to
our Chapter, Judith's name may be new to you, but for
the rest of us she was a dear friend and the real energy
behind our formation and growth.  She served as our first
president, a large percentage of our Speaker's Bureau,
and her hand was in nearly everything we did those first
years.  Judith also was the first president of the Friends of
Brooker Creek Preserve, a huge part of St. Petersburg
Audubon, and active in a great many environmental causes
during her time in Pinellas. A year has passed and it seemed
time to do something significant for her and for all of us
that miss her. To honor her memory, we are having an
event to celebrate her life and legacy on Saturday July 3
at the Brooker Creek Preserve Education Center and we
are hoping that you all will take the time to join us.  Every-
one is invited.  The event is sponsored by The Friends of
Brooker Creek Preserve, The Pinellas Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society, Judith's family, and St. Pe-
tersburg Audubon.  The event starts at 9 am.  We will
take a short hike in the Preserve and return to the Educa-
tion Center where there will be plenty of time for catching
up with old friends and to view photos etc. of Judith's
legacy.  A short program will start at 11 am followed by
lunch.  The event is free and open to everyone that cared
about Judith or would like to know more about her.  If
you plan to attend, please let Alexa know and she will
forward all of our names up to Barb
Hoffman.  Alexa by phone: 422-4792 ,
e-mail: alexa776@tampabay.rr.com
Please plan to join us.
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Flowers of the two-winged silverbell (Halesia
diptera) planted at Pinellas Cooperative Extension
Native Plant Demonstration Area by FNPS in
memory of Judith Buhrman
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Saturday-  June 12, 7-9 p.m.
Place:  St. Petersburg College, Seminole Campus

University Partnership Center
9200 113th Street, Seminole, FL

Saturday Films:
Big River - 27 min.   Curt Ellis, Aaron Woolf
The filmmakers of King Corn are back! Curt and Ian
have returned to Iowa with a new mission: to investigate
the environmental impact their acre of corn has had on
the people and places downstream. In a journey that ex-
tends from the American heartland to the Gulf of Mexico,
the guys trade their combine for a canoe and set out to
see the big world their little acre of corn has touched.

Generations: A Perspective on Climate Change –
17 min.   Steve Jones
For many, snowy winters have a deep significance—cul-
turally, personally, and financially. Going beyond charts
and numbers, this new film humanizes the debate on cli-
mate change by exploring the delicate balance of winter
and the intrinsic value of snow to people across genera-
tions and cultures. http://www.tetongravity.com/

Watershed Revolution – 27 min.   Rich Reid, Paul Jenkin
What is a Watershed? The answer is explored through
interviews with concerned citizens working to protect and
preserve the Ventura River watershed. www.surfrider.org
. . . . and selected “shorts”

SOMETHING NEW!  PREPARE TO BE INSPIRED!  ENVIRONMENTAL FILM FESTIVAL
The Pinellas Chapter FNPS  is hosting  an Environmental Film Festival this summer in partnership with the Suncoast Sierra
Club.  This Festival (Wild & Scenic Environmental Film Festival) is the biggest environmental film festival in the U.S. and
some of the best films are sent “on tour” across the country, hosted by various groups.  The mission of the Wild & Scenic
Environmental Film Festival is to inspire people and unite communities to heal the earth. Come early for refreshments and
door prizes.For more information call 727-667-2600.

Dates:   Friday, June 11 and Saturday, June 12, 2010
Tickets:   $10 each night ($8 for students with ID).  Purchase via PayPal at our website  http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
or buy them locally (after May 15th) at Wilcox Nursery, 12501 Indian Rocks Road,
Largo, FL 33774, (727) 595-2073

Friday,  June 11, 7-9 p.m.
Place:  Curtis Fundamental Elementary School

(formerly Dunedin Elementary)
531 Beltrees Street, Dunedin, FL

(Note: The School Board of Pinellas County, Florida, is
neither sponsoring nor affiliated with this event)

Friday Films:
Ascending the Giants – 12 min.    John Waller
You may hug a tree, but would you climb one? Join tree
lovers & climbers Brian and Will as they attempt to find
Oregon’s largest Sitka Spruce trees. Through their eyes,
from both ground and canopy views, we discover the
breathtaking beauty of these beautiful giants.

Nourish – 26 min. Kirk Bergstrom, Linda Davis
What we eat, where we eat, and how we eat reveals
much about our relationship to food. Today, more than
ever, we need to understand where our food comes from
and how it reaches us. If you want change, vote three
times a day—with your fork!

Division Street – 49 min. Eric Bandick
This is not your father’s road trip. Roads and cars have
fragmented wild landscapes, ushered in urban sprawl, and
challenged some of the bedrock values we once took for
granted. But as the transportation crisis appears to be
spiraling out of control, a new generation of ecologists,
engineers, city-planners, and everyday citizens are trans-
forming the future of the American road. From pristine
roadless areas to concrete jungles, follow filmmaker Eric
as he tours North America, dodging Yellowstone’s griz-
zlies and Miami’s taxicabs, and highlighting sustainable
road projects and wildlife corridors for the 21st century.
(US/CANADA, 2008, 49min) www.transalt.org
. . . . and selected “shorts”

Black-eyed susan with
pearl crescentspot

butterfly
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June Field Trip:   Saturday, June 19
You must sign up for all Field Trips — see info below.
Location: Starkey Wilderness Preserve, 10500
Wilderness Park Blvd, New Port Richey, FL.
Time:   Meet at 8:30 am at Perkins Pancake House, Gulf
to Bay, just east of US 19, if you wish to carpool.  If you
drive up separately, meet at 9:30 am at the Wilderness
Park main entrance.
Description:   Starkey Wilderness Preserve is one of the
largest natural areas in central Florida and contains some
excellent examples of pine flatwoods, scrub, and hammock
forest.  We will be joined by several SWFWMD
employees who will help guide us to some of the best
places in this vast wilderness area.  We do not normally
see Starkey at this time – so expect to see it in a new way.
Wear good walking shoes or boots, and bring water, insect
repellant, and binoculars if you have them.  We will eat
lunch at the Park’s picnic area after the hike.  Details are
still being finalized so make sure you let us know if you
plan to attend.
Sign-up / Information: Contact Alexa Wilcox-Huegel
422-4792 or e-mail: alexa776@tampabay.rr.com.

July Program: Wednesday, July 7, 7:00 p.m. Pinellas
County Extension, 12520 Ulmerton Rd., Largo
Program Topic: A Life With Florida’s Native Orchids
Speaker: Louis del Favero, orchidologist and owner of
Louis del Favero Orchids.
Description: Join us as Louis shares his lifetime
experiences with Florida’s orchids.   Since his childhood
in south Florida, Louis has explored the wild areas of
Florida looking for orchids and witnessing the loss of their
habitat.  He will share his love of these beautiful plants in
a personal way as well as his perspective on their future.

July Field Trip: Saturday, July 9
You must sign up for all Field Trips — see info below.
Location: Corkscrew Swamp Audubon Sanctuary, 375
Sanctuary Road West
Naples, FL 34120-4865, (239) 348-9151
Time: Meet at 7:00 am at Home Depot, 22nd Ave N.
between the I-75 exit and US 19 in St. Petersburg, if you
wish to carpool.  If you drive down separately, meet at
10:00 am at the Sanctuary main entrance.
Description: Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary is one of the
best examples of old-growth cypress forest in the world.

Chapter Calendar, continued
It also has some beautiful pine flatwoods.  The swamp is
easily accessible by boardwalk and we will walk the
pinewoods trails and the boardwalk in our exploration of
this special place.  Normally, the ghost orchids would be
in bloom at this time, but blooming seems to be out of
sync this year.  We will see a great many beautiful things,
however.  Bring your binoculars too because this is an
amazing place for wildlife.  When we are done, we will
eat our lunches in the picnic area just outside the wonderful
gift shop.  Hiking is relatively easy, but wear good shoes
and bring water and insect repellant.  Details are still being
finalized so make sure you let us know if you plan to attend.
Sign-up / Information: Contact Alexa Wilcox-Huegel
422-4792 or e-mail: alexa776@tampabay.rr.com.

Cypress trees
& boardwalk at
Corkscrew Swamp
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Growing Natives in Pots
By: Craig Huegel

Once upon a time…., I was a purist and believed that
everything in my landscape needed to somehow be
“adapted to my growing conditions”.  I have either matured
a bit or become far more inclusive in my beliefs.  In my
newer way of thinking, it seems just fine to add plants that
would never survive in the ground if I get enjoyment out
of it and they contribute to my diversity in some new way.
I have come to firmly believe that our landscapes need to
bring us joy if they are to persist and that my formerly
dour rigidity was a bit too severe if I am to make a
difference among the larger group of what Judith Buhrman
would have called “the great unwashed”.  I believe our
message needs to be a bit more light hearted – with an
ecological message, if we are ever to reach the larger
general public.  We need to meet most of them halfway,
but, back to the topic….

In my personal quest to grow and experiment with some
of Florida’s most beautiful wildflowers, I have been forced
to accept that some of the most beautiful simply cannot
be grown in the type of soil I have and
under the rather droughty moisture
regime my plants must contend with.
Under my old way of thinking, I would
have resigned myself to leave those
species to others.  My newer self has
discovered that many can be very
successfully grown in landscape pots.

Landscape pots offer great flexibility.
They can be moved to parts of the
landscape where the light conditions
are correct, and they can be moved
during the year even if those light
conditions change.  The soil can be
mixed to provide just the right amount
of drainage required and the fertility
can be amended over time to provide
for the needs of the plants inside them.
Finally, the moisture level can be manipulated far more
easily than for plants in the ground.  If the species you are
attempting to grow require evenly moist soil, but full sun,
it is easy to put a saucer under the pot and keep it fully

watered.  The water itself will wick up into the soil column,
but the upper inches will not stay soggy.  I have found that
wildflowers that need moisture and sun are sometimes the
most difficult to provide for.  In my yard, sunny areas are
dry and brutal – except when I have a landscape pot with
a saucer, filled with water, beneath it.

By controlling soil and water, I can provide for my special
plants without a lot of extra work – or inputs which would
somehow defeat my desire to be ecologically sensitive.  I
do not have to use much fertilizer.  Only a dilute amount,
as the plants require it, a few times per year.  And, I am
not forced to water constantly as I would if they were in
my landscape.  I am no longer watering extensive areas of
natural ground; just the pots and a saucer beneath them
as needed.

I also am not attempting to grow woody plants (i.e. trees
and shrubs) this way.  From my experience, large plants
with extensive root systems do not take well to pots – no
matter how large the pot.  Eventually, they decline.  What
I am describing, works best for wildflowers.

Landscape pots can also add a great
deal of interest to a landscape.  Do not
simply put black plastic pots throughout
your yard.  Use large colorful pots in
key locations.  For wildflowers, you do
not need great depth and deep pots are
more difficult to maintain.  I like wide-
mouthed pots that are about 18-24
inches deep.  Mix species together that
have similar needs and with contrasting,
but complimentary, blooms.

Over the years, I have grown our rare
lilies in my side yard.  Species, like the
panhandle lily (Lilium iridollae), have
bloomed for me for three years now and
provide a thrill because of their great
beauty.  I have grown several of our rarer
catchflies (Silene spp.) in another pot for

two blooming seasons.  The wonderful pink-flowered
fringed campion (S. catesbaei; syn. S. polypetala) mixes
well with the deep red of royal catchfly (S. regia).  The
former blooms in the spring and cascades over the edge
of the pot while the latter blooms several months later on

Lilium iridollae, panhandle lily
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taller upright stems.  Both
would have perished less
than a month after planting
them into my yard, but
they are all now 2 years
old in my pot.  Lastly, I
have had great success with the ixias – two closely
related species which naturally occur in moist open
pinelands and savannas.  My Bartram’s ixia (Calydorea
caelestina) just started its second flowering season while
my potted fall-blooming ixia or celestial lily
(Nemastylis floridana) bloomed extensively last
fall and its seed has germinated next to it and I
now have a small colony.

Because of my pots, I am able to grow some of
Florida’s most beautiful wildflowers, and species
which give me great joy in witnessing.  My yard
has an increased diversity as well.  If there are

wildflowers that
your site will just
not support, you
too may wish to
explore using
landscape pots.  The
results are far better
than simply giving up.

Silene catesbaei
fringed campion

Silene regia
royal catchfly

Calydorea caelestina
Bartram's ixia

SPRING PLANT SALE  A GREAT SUCCESS!

Our spring plant sale, held at Wilcox Nursery April 17th,
was a huge success in every way.  We had great attendance
to all the mini- talks;  our awesome corps of volunteers
helped customers make good plant choices and find the
appropriate plants for their needs; and we added 12 new
members!  And, best of all, we had lots of fun doing it!
Thanks to all of you who participated. Some of you helped
in the days leading up to the sale getting the plants ready
while most were there the day of the event.  Some of you
helped by BUYING (a very important part in this) or by
helping to sell plants. Many of you did BOTH!

Thanks too, to Bruce Turley, owner of Wilcox Nursery, for
his generous sharing of the day’s income, and to his dedicated
staff for all their help in getting everything ready.  You all are
AWESOME! Thanks to all our mini-talk speakers; Bruce
Turley, Craig Huegel, and Bill Bilodeau; and to Mary
Sanders, our Volunteer Coordinator, for helping gather you
all together {no arm twisting was necessary  : )}  and for
helping in the preliminary set-up.

Joyce Linna; Dottie Major; Barbara Gardner; Mary Lou
Albrecht;  Nicole Bailey; Marie Hughes; Cheyenne Lambert;

Belinda Lambert; Ginny Nelson; Cathy Quindiagan; Debbie
Chayet; Mary Jackson; Cindy Smith; Melody Staunton;
Marie Hughes; Paulette Thompson; Donna Kiehl; Ellen
Raabe; Ellen Clayton; Mary Ann Beekman; Cathy France;
Rachel Hoogenbos; Jan Allyn; Jane Williams; Janie Bridges;
Jim McGinity; Amy Dyson; Marcia Warren; Bill Bilodeau;
Craig Huegel; Alexa Wilcox-Huegel.  Hopefully everyone
signed in…. but if you didn’t and we missed your name,
thanks to you too!

Bruce Turley talked to plant sale attendees
about creating butterfly habitat intheir yards
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Field Trip (5/8/10): Annuttilega Hammock
By: Craig Huegel

On May 8, approximately 15 Native Plant Society
members met up in the Citrus Tract of the Withlacoochie
State Forest, north of Brooksville, to explore one of the
region’s most unique and beautiful forest ecosystems.  The
Annuttilega Hammock is one of the state’s most famous
deciduous hardwood forests and it contains a great diversity
of plants, including a few found almost nowhere else. Sitting
atop the Brooksville Ridge, these woodlands are greatly
influenced by the elevation, the sandy soils, and the
underlying karst topography.  In most places, the limestone
is visually evident and these alkaline soils create conditions
found in very few other places.

The weather was beautiful and the late spring allowed us
to witness a number of plants in bloom that would otherwise
have been long past finished.  We were also fortunate to
have the guiding services of Forest ecologist, Sid Taylor.
Sid has been active in the Hernando Chapter for a good
many years and knows the Forest intimately.  With her
leading us (and driving her 4-wheel drive pick-up), we
were able to get to some of the most outstanding portions
of the Forest; places we would have never known about
on our own.

We started the day, packed in the back of the pick-up
bed, sitting on plastic buckets and
bouncing down the main trail inside
the trail entrance off SR 191.
About one mile in, we left the truck
and walked down into a sinkhole
lined with ferns and other
interesting plants.  The walls were
carpeted by southern maidenhair
ferns (Adiatum capillis-veneris);
something I personally have not
witnessed this far south though I
know it occurs.  Most of us chose
to walk the trail back out to the
trailhead to get a better view of the
many hammock plants.  The forest
canopy is diverse and we saw
many oaks, pignut hickory (Carya
glabra), winged elm (Ulmus
alata), red mulberry (Morus
rubra), and white ash (Fraxinus
americana).  The subcanopy

contained many flowering species, most of which were
either in bloom or near blooming.  Though the flowering
dogwood (Cornus florida) was well past, we saw plenty
of sparkleberry (Vaccineum arboreum) and arrowwood
viburnum (Viburnum dentatum).

After a short break, we piled once more into the back of
the pick-up and headed to another nearby sink.  Sid had
flagged our trail a couple of days earlier or we may never
have found it, but the short hike in was very interesting.
We walked beneath the canopy of some ancient trees,
including some spectacular swamp chestnut  (Quercus
michauxii) and live oaks, as well as some soapberry
(Sapindus saponaria); a species we had encountered on
our April field trip to Spanish Point.  In the understory, we
saw a few non-flowering individuals of Cooley’s justicia
(Justicia cooleyi), a state and federally endangered
endemic species found only Citrus, Hernando and Lake
Counties.  At the sink, we encountered a large patch of
blooming heartleaf skullcap (Scutellaria ovata) with its
large oval
leaves and
tall spikes of
light blue
flowers. This
population
of heartleaf
skullcap was

Scutellaria ovata
heartleaf skullcap

Adiatum capillis-veneris
southern maidenhair fern



only recently discovered and extremely disjunct
from the only other known population in
Escambia Co., Florida’s western-most county.

From here, we went back to our vehicles and
drove a short distance to the large campground
at Tillis Hill where we enjoyed our lunches and
a chance to talk with each other.  A pair of
Eastern bluebirds took turns flying past us as
they fed their young in a nearby nest box and
Sid handed out some literature on the Forest
for all of us that intended to return someday.
After lunch, we had one more short hike
planned, a 1-mile hike through a different and
moister hammock on Lizzie Hart trail.  Lizzie
was a local legend who once cared for many
of the local children in the early years of the last century.
Remnants of her old homestead can still be seen and,
after some searching, we found pieces of her old cook
stove and chimney.  Though we never did find the
coralroot orchids, we did come across a small patch of
blooming Simpson’s rain lily (Zephyranthes simpsonii);
a state threatened species and possibly planted here by
Lizzie herself.  Also of interest for its general rarity this
far south were rusty viburnum (Viburnum rufidulum).

It was a long day, but a very interesting and memorable
one.  I believe all of us came away with a much better
appreciation for the uniqueness of the Brooksville Ridge.

Alexa and I, for
two, plan to
return often for
more exploring
in the years
ahead.  And, a
huge thanks to
our guide, Sid
Taylor, for
taking so much
time and making
such a great
effort to give us
this beautiful
day.

Chapter Directory
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 jallyn@tampabay.rr.com   399-1022
Mary Ann Beekman

 mbeekman@aol.com
Debbie Chayet

dchayet@verizon.net
 Danie Cutler

Danieleec@msn.com    709-4658
Wilma Holley

wholley@tampabay.rr.com  582-2672
Dr. Craig Huegel

Huegelc55@aol.com 422-6583
Marie Hughes

521-1261
Jim  McGinity

JimMcginity@verizon.net    733-2928
Ginny Nelson

 Grn22srm6@yahoo.com    953-9782
Cindy Peacock

cpeacock@co.pinellas.fl.us   582-2671
 Cathy Quindiagan

CQuindiaga@aol.com    327-7573
Mary Sanders

Mary.sanders1@verizon.net   667-2600
Bruce Turley

wnursery@tampabay.rr.com  595-2073
Cathy Vogelsong

 cathybirdsong@tampabay.rr.com   518-1026
Alexa Wilcox-Huegel

 alexa776@tampabay.rr.com   422-4792
Jane Williams 447-7394

  Jwilli56@tampabay.rr.com  447-7394
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Hiking Annuttilega Hammock

Arrowwood viburnum
(Viburnum dentatum)
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Historic Spanish Point Field Trip
by Jane Williams

Spanish Point, in Osprey (Sarasota County) has a
lot to offer in history, formal gardens, boat building,
Indian Mounds, native plants and exotics gone wild.
About 14 of us made the trip down from Pinellas
and we had a great morning exploring it.

This land was owned in the late 1800s by Mrs.
Potter Palmer whose husband built the Palmer
House in Chicago.  Mrs. Palmer is also credited
with the donation of some 50 French Impressionist
paintings to the Art Institute of Chicago, the basis
of their current extensive collection.  If you are
from Chicago, you have heard of Mr. and Mrs.
Palmer.

Much to my surprise she and her husband had a
“summer home” here in Florida south of Sarasota
on a cape jutting out into the Intracoastal Waterway.
She also had an enormous cattle ranch in the middle
of the state.  When she died, her estate gave a large
portion of this land to form the basis for Myakka
State Park.

When she had her house built on Spanish Point,
she preserved the Indian mounds that were there
previously and also preserved the early settler’s
houses, barns, church, etc.  This woman of wealth
had a preservation aesthetic long before it was
fashionable.  She also built extensive formal
gardens, but had the sense to leave most of the
landscape untouched.  That is the part we went to
see – the untouched native plants growing in a
verdant, healthy environment.

Much of Spanish Point’s native community is
coastal hammock and it contains a great many plants
considered south Florida natives: white and Spanish
stoppers, marlberry, myrsine, gumbo limbo, saffron
plum, wild lime, seagrape, and Jamaican caper.
Some of us walked out to the point itself following
a poorly defined path that will some day be a real
nature trail.  Near the tip, was a small grouping of a
very rare cactus with a strange common name –
prickly applecactus (Harrisia aboriginum).  This
long, skinny cactus reaches more than 10 feet tall

and only occurs in Manatee, Sarasota and Lee
Counties on shell middens near the coast.

Elsewhere, Spanish Point contains remnants of
typical hardwood hammock.  Here, we saw a variety
of ferns and wild coffee beneath canopy trees such
as live oak, pignut hickory, red cedar, and red bay,
but there were also a few rarer treats such as a large
soapberry near one of the old preserved homes and
a cluster of Carolina buckthorn.  Overall, we had a
marvelous walk, interrupted occasionally by an old
settler’s home or a remnant of a formal garden.

This area is also a good example of invasive exotic
plants gone wild.  Most were planted on purpose
years ago to add interest to the old homesteads;
well before most of us thought much about it.
Sansevieria (mother-in-law’s tongue) was growing
everywhere in every kind of soil including salt
water inundated areas.  Asparagus fern was in the
thickets.  The usual carrotwood, camphor, and
Brazilian pepper were more scattered due to the
staff’s attempts to rid the place of them, but many
have set their roots deep in the soil and are not about

to be easily dislodged.
Chinaberry was in bloom,
trying to redeem itself
with colorful flowers, but
it is still exotic and still
invasive and I don’t know
how they will ever get it
out of there.

My favorite spot was the
formal lawn with a
columned archway to
direct the view from the
house (now gone) into the
bay.  There used to be a
wonderful view when
mangroves could be

Harrisia aboriginaum
prickly applecactus with
fruit
(photo from previous trip)



Welcome New Members!

Andy & Ladawn Bell, David Cesare,
Brinda Chalnick, Katherine Deneca,
Anne Fidanzato, Diana Fleming, Lisa
Freeman, Robbye Griet, Rachel
Hoogenbos, Betty Law & Charlie
Borchardt, Barbara Mink, Gregory
Overcashier, Theresa Polgar, Ellen
Raabe, DJ Schladweiler
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removed.  Now the lawn sweeps down to a mangrove
covered shoreline without a sight of water
anywhere.  There is some justice here in this
example.

Mrs. Potter Palmer left us with a lot to be thankful
for including Myakka State Park and this little piece
of history at Spanish Point.  The juxtaposition of
the historic background with the native plants was
exciting.

Pinellas Chapter at "The Point," Historic Spanish Point

State Conference field trip -- mature sandhill
in Wade Tract, south Georgia



Pinellas Chapter

FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

P.O. Box 1661
Pinellas Park,  FL 33780-1661

Pinellas Chapter Info Line:
(727) 544-7341

Pinellas Chapter web address:
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org

FNPS Bulletin Board
http://fnps.org/phpBB

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Florida Division of Consumer Services by
calling toll-free within the state (800-435-7352, reg. no. CH4271).  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recom-
mendation by the state.  (FDACS/DPI Cert. #47222877).  Original artwork by Cathy Vogelsong.
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Contacts
Officers:
President:  Alexa Wilcox-Huegel
Vice-President:  Jim McGinity
Secretary:  Jan Allyn
Treasurer:   Jane Williams
Chapter Representative:  Debbie Chayet
Past President:  Bill Bilodeau

Board of Directors Members-at-Large:
Danie Cutler, Wilma Holley, Mary Jackson, Ginny
Nelson, Mary Sanders

2010 Committee Chairs/ Coordinators:
Advocacy /Conservation: Ginny Nelson
ALP Representative: Bill Bilodeau
Displays:  Marie Hughes
Education:  Bill Bilodeau
Subcommitte-Scholarships: Cindy Peacock
Field Trips: Dr. Craig Huegel
Grant Writer: Debbie Chayet
Chapter Grants: Mary Sanders

Hospitality Coordinator: Mary Ann Beekman
Membership: Cathy Quindiagan
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Craig Huegel
Co-editor/ Publisher/ Artist: Cathy Vogelsong
Programs/ Special Events: Alexa Wilcox-Huegel
Publicity: Danie Cutler
Sales/Merchandise: Jane Williams  &  Jan Allyn
Volunteer Coordinator: Mary Sanders
Speakers Bureau: Bill Bilodeau
Web Master/Pinellas News: Jan  Allyn

Interim Committees:
Budget Committee: Jane Williams
Plants Sales: Alexa Wilcox-Huegel  &  Bruce Turley
Film Festival:  Jim McGinity
Landscape Tour : Jim McGinity
December Conservation Celebration:
     Wilma Holley  &  Cindy Peacock

See Directory of phone numbers
and e-mail addresses on page 11


